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Terrorist killed 

in Kathua 

JAMMU: A terrorist, 
suspected to be affili- 
ated with the Jaish-e- 
Mohammad, was killed 
ina remote village of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kathua district, officials 
said on Sunday. Also, a 
fresh encounter broke 
out in Thanamandi of 
Rajouri district on 
Sunday evening when 
security forces launched 
a cordon and search 
operation after getting 
information about the 
presence of two terror- 
ists, the officials said. et 


Fire extinguisher 
on rail tracks 


KANPUR: A fire extin- 
guisher that may have 
accidentally fallen off a 
train set off a scare on 
Sunday when the driver 
of another passenger 
train applied brakes after 
spotting the cylinder-like 
object on the rail tracks 
between Govindpuri and 
Bhimsen stations here. 
The loco pilot immedi- 
ately informed the con- 
trol room. The cylinder 
was found to be a fire ex- 
tinguisher, belonging to 
the railways. pr 
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Woman, daughter 
fall to death 


HYDERABAD: A woman 
and her daughter died 
after falling from an 
apartment building at 
Narsingi on Sunday 
evening. Manasa and 
daughter Krisha lived on 
the 18" floor of an apart- 
ment building in 
Narsingi. In the evening, 
neighbours and security 
personnel heard a loud 
noise of something 
falling from the top 
floors. They found two 
bodies lying in a pool of 
blood. Police suspect 
suicide. 


Prashant Kishor to 
launch party soon 


NEW DELHI: Prashant 
Kishor, chief of the Jan 
Suraaj campaign, on 
Sunday announced the 
formation of a new polit- 
ical party, details of 
which, including its 
name and leadership, 
will be unveiled on Oc- 
tober 2. The announce- 
ment comes as Kishor 
prepares to mark the 
completion of the first 
stage of his Jan Suraaj 
initiative, which began 
on October 2, 2022. ians 
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CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 


Retail live... Rs. 137 
With skin... Rs. 199 
Skinless............. Rs. 226 


Egg Rates (12 eggs)... 


King Khan 
rules at I[FA 


SRK wins Best Actor, 
Rani takes home 
Best Actress award 
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BRS vows to fight for 
Musi project oustees 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


A day after the victims of the 
Musi Riverfront Develop- 
ment Project approached 
BRS at Telangana Bhavan 
for help, elected representa- 
tives of the party, led by for- 
mer Minister and BRS MLA 
T Harish Rao, visited the af- 
fected areas on Sunday. 

They interacted with the 
families and listened to their 
woes, assuring them that the 
BRS would stand by them 
throughout their struggle. 
Initially, the police stalled 
the BRS legislators from 
leaving Telangana Bhavan 
where the latter gathered 
before heading to the af- 
fected areas, citing law and 
order issues. 

However, the BRS elected 
representatives assured the 
cops that there would not be 
such issue and said they 
were accompanied by the 
local MLAs, who were enti- 
tled to meet their con- 
stituents. The legislators 
then proceeded to visit the 
affected areas of Hyder- 
shahkote, Sun City, Langer 
Houz and _ surrounding 
areas, to listen to the chal- 
lenges faced by the locals, 
especially those facing the 
threat of losing their homes. 

They also joined the on- 
going protests staged by res- 
idents of Hydershahkote, in- 
cluding women and 
children, against demolition 
of their homes. 

The MLAs reassured the 
public that the BRS would 
stand by the victims to safe- 
guard their hard-earned 
properties. They said it was 
the previous Congress and 


Delhi road rage: 
Cop dragged for 
10 m, killed 


Admonished for rash driv- 
ing, a car driver allegedly 
hit a motorcycle-borne 
constable — disguised as a 
civilian to prevent burgla- 
ries — and dragged him for 
about 10 m in outer Delhi 
early on Sunday, leading to 
his death, officials said. 

The incident occurred 
around 2.15 am near Veena 
Enclave when 30-year-old 
Sandeep was going to- 
wards Railway Road from 
Nangloi police station dur- 
ing duty hours dressed in 
plainclothes, they said. 
When he noticed a car 
being driven recklessly, 
Sandeep told the driver not 
to do so. pti 


BRS MLA T Harish Rao interacts with residents at Langar Houz in Hyderabad on Sunday. 


Musi oustees, 2BHK beneficiaries clash 


HYDERABAD: Tension prevailed at the Chanchalguda 
Double Bedroom Society located on Saidabad road on 
Saturday night following a clash between the Musi proj- 
ect-affected families and 2BHK housing scheme aspi- 
rants. The issue began after the revenue authorities is- 
sued allotment letters to families staying in the Musi 
river FTL and buffer zone, and asked them to move to 


the Double Bedroom Society at Saidabad. ( 


the Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) governments that ap- 
proved these layouts and 
gave permissions for the 
construction of houses, be- 
sides collecting all types of 
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taxes and charges over sev- 
eral decades. Addressing the 
public during the visit, Har- 
ish Rao criticised the State 
government’s Musi River- 
front Development project, 


‘Mr CM, you 
cannot escape’ 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao warned Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy 
that he cannot be intimi- 
dated with legal notices and 
that he will continue to ex- 
pose the latter’s involve- 
ment in the AMRUT scam. 
He said just like Ashok Cha- 
van in the infamous Adarsh 
scam, Revanth Reddy was 
now entangled in the 
AMRUT scam and _ that 
there was no escape for him. 

“Mr Chief Minister, if you 
think sending a legal notice 
through your brother-in- 
law will stop me from 
speaking out against your il- 


Tearing into Revanth 
for his involvement in 
the AMRUT scam, KTR 
says legal notices 
cannot intimidate 

or stop him 


legal activities, you are mis- 
taken,” he said. 

In response to the legal 
notices served by Shodha 
Constructions, Rama Rao 
said the Chief Minister had 
awarded a Rs 1,137-crore 
tender under the AMRUT 
scheme to his brother-in- 
law’s company, Shodha 
Constructions. (SEE PAGE 2) 


charging Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy with dis- 
placing thousands of poor 
families in the name of de- 
velopment. He questioned 
the misplaced priorities of 
the State government jeop- 
ardising the lives of citizens 
to make way for corporate 
companies. 

Revanth Reddy was act- 
ing like a real estate busi- 
nessman, evicting the poor 
in the name of beautifica- 
tion. Thousands were being 
made homeless and the vic- 
tims were being terrorised, 
he said, demanding that the 
Chief Minister address the 


Metro to connect 
airport with 
Fourth City 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Metro Rail has been 
planned to be extended, 
covering 40 km, from the 
airport at Shamshabad to 
the proposed Fourth City 
via Mansanpally and ORR 
between the exits at Pedda 
Golconda and Raviryal. 
This is proposed to be 
taken up at an estimated 
cost of nearly Rs 8,000 
crore. Announcing this on 
Sunday, Hyderabad Air- 
port Metro Limited Man- 
aging Director NVS Reddy 
said the Airport Metro 
alignment is now being fi- 
nalised via Aramghar and 
the new High Court site on 
NH-44. (SEE PAGES 2, 3) 


Centre mulls 3 Bills for ONOE 


NEW DELHI 


The Centre is likely to bring 
three Bills, including two to 
amend the Constitution, to 
put in place its plan to hold 
simultaneous elections. 
One of the proposed Con- 
stitution amendment Bills, 
which deals with aligning 
the local bodies elections to 
that of the Lok Sabha and the 
Assemblies, will require an 
endorsement from at least 
50 per cent of the States. 
Moving ahead with its ‘one 
nation, one election’ 
(ONOE) plan, the Centre 
earlier this month accepted 
the recommendations of the 
high-level committee for 
holding simultaneous polls 
for the Lok Sabha, State As- 
semblies and local bodies in 
a phased manner after a 


countrywide consensus- 
building exercise. 

The proposed first consti- 
tutional amendment Bill 
would deal with making 
provisions for holding Lok 
Sabha and Assembly elec- 
tions together. Citing rec- 
ommendations of the high- 
level committee, sources 


said the proposed Bill would 
seek to amend Article 82A 
by adding sub-clause (1) re- 
lating to the ‘appointed 
date’. It will also seek to in- 
sert sub-clause (2) to Article 
82A relating to the end of 
terms of the Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Assemblies 
together. It also proposes to 


amend Article 83(2) and in- 
sert new sub-clauses (3) and 
(4) relating to the duration 
and dissolution of the Lok 
Sabha. It has provisions re- 
lated to the dissolution of 
Assemblies and amending 
Article 327 to insert the term 
‘simultaneous _ elections’. 
This Bill will not require rat- 
ification by at least 50 per 
cent of the States, the rec- 
ommendation said. 

The proposed second 
Constitutional amendment 
Bill will require ratification 
by at least 50 per cent of the 
Assemblies as it will deal 
with matters relating to 
State affairs. It will seek to 
amend provisions relating 
to the preparation of elec- 
toral rolls by the EC in con- 
sultation with SECs for elec- 
tions to local bodies. pt 


affected families and halt the 
project. “Revanth Reddy 
should announce the with- 
drawal of the project imme- 
diately. The government 
should be with the people, 
not against them. Rather 
than improving their lives, 
the Congress government is 
destroying them with such 
brainless actions,” he said, 
daring the Chief Minister to 
first initiate action against 
those who gave permissions 
for the construction of these 
homes, before demolishing 
them. (SEE PAGE 2) 
( 
PAGE 3) 


Another top 
Hezbollah 
official killed 


JERUSALEM 


The Israeli military said on 
Sunday that it killed another 
high-ranking Hezbollah of- 
ficial in an airstrike as the 
Lebanese militant group 
was reeling from a string of 
devastating blows and the 
killing of its overall leader, 
Hassan Nasrallah. 

The military said Nabil 
Kaouk, the deputy head of 
Hezbollah’s Central Coun- 
cil, was killed on Saturday. 
Hezbollah confirmed the 
death of Kaouk hours after 
an Israeli airstrike on north- 
east Lebanon killed 11 peo- 
ple. He is the seventh senior 
Hezbollah leader slain in Is- 
raeli strikes in a little over a 
week, including founding 
members who had evaded 
death or detention for 
decades. The outfit also 
confirmed that one of its 
seven leaders, Ali Karaki, 
died in Friday’s strike that 
killed Nasrallah. The Israeli 
military had earlier said 


M| 


Nabil Kaouk 


Karaki was killed in the 
airstrike that targeted an 
underground compound in 
Beirut where Nasrallah and 
other senior Hezbollah fig- 
ures were meeting. 
Meanwhile, at least 24 
people were killed in Israeli 
airstrikes that hit two adja- 
cent buildings east of the 
southern city of Sidon, the 
Lebanese Health Ministry 
said. The Ministry said the 
strikes also injured at least 
29 people. ar ( 
PAGE 9) 


Tension in Siddipet 
over girl’s rape 


STATE BUREAU 
Siddipet 


Tension prevailed as rela- 
tives of a rape victim and 
villagers set the house of the 
accused on fire besides 
damaging his car, an earth- 
mover and a two-wheeler at 
Gavarannapet village in Ko- 
muravelly mandal on Sun- 


6 


presents 


day. The 19-year-old youth 
allegedly entered the Class 
VII student’s home in the 
village when she was alone 
and sexually assaulted her. 
When she cried for help, 
neighbours rushed to her 
rescue and thrashed him be- 
fore handing him over to 
the police. (SEE PAGE 2) 

( PAGE 4) 
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FORECAST 
Generally cloudy sky with 
one or two spells of rain or 

thundershower 


Max. tem: 32.9°C 
Min. tem: 24.2°C 
RH: 62% 
Rainfall: Nil 


HYDERABAD 


Certificate 


verification 
V 


The third spell of verifi- 
cation of certificates 
for recruitment to 
posts of assistant 
motor vehicles inspec- 
tor in the Transport 
Ddepartment will be 
conducted on October 
lat 10.30 am. The 
TGPSC is holding the 
third phase of certifi- 
cate verification at its 
office in Nampally due 
to the shortage of can- 
didates. For details 
visit www.tspsc.gov.in 


HYDERABAD 


Last date 
extended 


V 


MANUU, Centre for 
Distance & Online Edu- 
cation has extended 
the last date of admis- 
sions for Open and Dis- 
tance Learning Pro- 
grammes for academic 
session 2024-25. Can- 
didates can register 
online up to November 
10. For details, contact 
040-23008463 or 
040-23120600 (Extn. 


CITIZEN'S GRIEVANCES 


Crater-like potholes 
dot Kaithalapur road 


he Kaithalapur main road, 
“Tsien witnesses heavy 

traffic throughout the day 
between Hitec City Madhapur 
and Kukatpally, needs urgent 
attention from municipal au- 
thorities. For the past few 
months, driving on this stretch 
has become a back-breaking 
exercise, thanks to the huge 
crater-like potholes at several 
locations on this main road. In 
addition to the potholes, at 
several sections, the drainage 
system overflows during rains 
and inundates the main road. 
Due to water inundation, the 
Kaithalapur stretch witnesses 
traffic jams during working 
days in the busy Hitec City- 
KPHB areas. Sometimes, due 
to an ineffective drainage 
system, foul stench envelops 
the entire stretch. | request the 
authorities to act quickly and 
take up at least temporary 
work to give some relief to 
commuters. 


— P SATYANARAYANA MURTHY, 
KPHB COLONY 


Pathetic interior roads 
at Ayyappa Society 


This is to bring to the attention of munici- 
pal authorities the sad state of affairs of 
several interior colony roads at Ayyappa 
Society, Madhapur. Many colony roads, 
which connect to the Ayyappa Society 
main road, have been battered during the 
monsoon. As a result, several sections are 
now riddled with huge potholes. Due to 
the lack of a proper drainage system, rain- 
water is getting stagnant at several inte- 
rior colonies, making life difficult for resi- 
dents in the neighbourhood. | request 
municipal authorities to react quickly and 
take up repairs of the badly damaged inte- 
rior colony roads at Ayyappa Society. 


— ABHISHEK MAJUMDAR, AYYAPPA SOCIETY 


An open manhole posing a risk for motorists on the Shahalibanda 
road in the old city. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


Sunken manhole 
cover poses risk 


Urgent repairs needed at 
Madhapur 100 feet road 


Deteriorating road conditions have 
plagued the bustling 100 feet road at Mad- 
hapur. Regular office goers and com- 
muters on this stretch are increasingly 
frustrated by the numerous potholes that 
have formed along the thoroughfare. With 
the main road riddled with potholes, the 
traffic moves at a snail’s pace, which is 
adding to their frustration and anger. The 
poor state of the main road is also causing 
frequent vehicle breakdowns. Instead of 
doing nothing and waiting for the monsoon 
season to end, | urge authorities to at least 
take up some temporary measures to ease 
the pain of the commuters. 

— BADRUDDIN DOJA, 


had caved in posing a risk to the motorists using the 

road. The manhole is located in the middle of the road 
and some road users had fallen after their vehicle landed in 
the manhole. Some good Samaritans had put up a warning 
sign pole made using a bamboo and cement bag to warn the 
road users. Although the manhole cover had caved in nearly 
a week ago, the authorities are least bothered about re- 
pairing it even as motorists remain at risk. It is high time the 
authorities concerned take note and initiate measures. 


[\ ascave cover on the Shahalibanda road in the old city 


— MIRZA AMJAD BAIG, CHANDRAYANGUTTA 


Reopen closed FoB at Katedan 


The Foot over Bridge (FoB) at Katedan has been closed for 
the last two months forcing people to use the main road to 
reach the other side. The FoB with additional facility of an 
elevator was constructed and inaugurated over a year ago. 
Two security guards were employed to guard the infra- 
structure and secure it during night from unsocial ele- 
ments. For two months now, the elevator has been closed 
for the public and people are forced to walk through the 
road that sees a huge volume of heavy vehicles due to the 
presence of industries in Kattedan. The authorities should 
immediately take necessary action and reopen the FoB for 
the public. 

— JITENDER KUMAR , KATEDAN 


Write to us 


Struggling with garbage piles that remain uncleared for 
days in the colony or bad road condition or short supply 
of drinking water? No post box, no shelter at bus stop or 
woes as a pedestrian on city streets. Want to draw at- 
tention towards lack of amenities in your area? Readers 
can highlight all such civic issues in the grievance col- 
umn that appears every Monday by mailing us at 
‘city@telanganatoday.com 


2207,2208). 


Narrow RuB chokes traffic 
near Lingampally rly station 


or decades, those residing 
Fin Serilingampally, Chan- 

danagar, BHEL Township, 
and its attached colonies, apart 
from those coming to 
Patancheru and Sangareddy 
have been facing problems at 
the road under bridge (RuB) lo- 
cated near Serilingampally 
railway station. This road 
stretch on the old Mumbai 
highway narrows down below 
the railway tracks, and the in- 
creasing traffic gets choked 
here. When it rains, the woes 
get multiplied as this small 
stretch gets completely inun- 
dated rendering it inaccessible. 
An engineering solution is 
needed to address the solution 


A pothole-ridden road in Ayyappa Society. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


Erratic MMTS 


services hassle 


tual. 


commuters 


For the first several 
years after it was in- 
troduced, the MMTS 
services became a hot 
favourite for many 
commuters trying to 
reach the city from the 
suburbs and also for 
within-the-city com- 
muting. It was 
favoured a lot by stu- 
dents and employees 
in reaching their desti- 
nation on time as the 
services were punc- 


However, of late, the 
once on-time service 
seems to be losing its 
sheen given the erratic 
timing forcing com- 
muters to check and 


he entire three-kilo- 
‘T imetr stretch of Sri 

Sai Suma Enclave 
Main Road, which connects 
traffic from Dr A S Rao 
Nagar, Sainikpuri, Mythri 
Enclave, to Yellared- 
dyguda, Saket, and 
Dammaiguda, is littered 
with unattended deposits 
of domestic garbage. With 
no municipal bins provided 
for the colonies, the do- 
mestic garbage is being 
dumped at several loca- 
tions on either side of this 
busy main road. The sani- 
tation staff of the munici- 
pality is hardly seen on this 
stretch. As a result, the 
garbage lies unattended at 
several pockets on this 


KONDAPUR 


Garbage strewn road reeks of foul smell 


Garbage left unattended on the stretch of Sri Sai Suma Enclave Main Road, which connects traffic 
from Dr A S Rao Nagar, Sainikpuri, Mythri Enclave, to Yellareddyguda, Saket and Dammaiguda. 


Need Zebra crossing 
on SCB main road 


_ RK Puram flyover needs 
_ immediate attention 


main road, which has now 
become a breeding ground 
for flies and an attraction 
for swine (pigs), which 
feed on the garbage. The 
entire stretch now reeks of 
foul smell from the rotting 
garbage. At night, the 
stench emanates and 
covers large swathes of 
open areas and also apart- 
ment complexes that have 
mushroomed here. | re- 
quest municipal officials to 
visit the stretch and take 
stock of the situation. 


| Thousands of commuters who utilise this 
ties about lack of Zebra crossing signson —_ road stretch ona daily basis have continued 
the Secunderabad Cantonment mainroad __ to suffer due to bad condition of the R K 
near Parade Ground signals. As aresult, ve- | Puram flyover. The main road on the flyover 
hicles at this stretch are not stopping prop- | was damaged during the first rains in June 
erly at the junction. There are occasions, | and since then commuters travelling daily to 
during rush hour, when impatient com- | Secunderabad and ECIL, Ghatkesar etc suf- 
muters, who get stuck in the traffic signal fer in silence. The flyover acts as a crucial 
for along time, pour onto the junction in | connection for heavy vehicles coming from 
the hope of crossing it when the signal | ECIL and beyond to Balanagar/Jeedimetla. 
turns green. While there is every chance of | Asaresult, the stretch witnesses heavy traf- 
accidents due such rash driving, it is the | fic throughout the day. However, so far, no 
pedestrians who are most impacted be- | attempt has been made to permanently ad- 
cause they find it very difficult to crossthe — dress this issue. There is a dire need to ex- 
traffic and move on to the other side of the plore and establish alternative routes to 
main road. | request authorities to provide | commuters. Request authorities to act 


The road which was dug up near Serilingampally railway 
station. 


Wrong side driving at Shaikpet 


In absence of police, a lot of motorists, autorickshaws, 
and car drivers can be found driving on the wrong side 
of the road at Shaikpet. This wrong side driving not only 
disrupts the flow of traffic, but also ends up adding 
stress to already hassled commuters and at many a 
time, end up posing risks of an accident. In their bid to 
avoid a longer drive, these motorists can be found driv- 
ing rashly at Malkam Cheruvu Point and also on the 
other side of the flyover. Motorists are seen abruptly 
driving through the opening meant for U-Turn and con- 
tinue on the wrong side to take the new access pro- 
vided at FDDI. This is becoming dangerous for other 


either in the form of a bridge 
over the railway tracks or 
carving out a couple of more 
ducts below the tracks. But 
every monsoon when water in- 
undates, the local body staff 
come and struggle for hours to 
flush it out. Recently, some 
work commenced here and 
some pits were dug up. One is 
not sure if just trying to stream- 
line the drain or rain runoff will 
help it. The problem is a 
decades-old and persistent one. 
We pray for a solution that will 
address our troubles. 


opt for other alterna- 
tives. The frequent 
cancellation of the 
MMTS services on one 
pretext or the other, 
mainly during the 
weekends is also an- 
other issue. The rail- 
ways can do well to 
help people commute 
safely and efficiently 
by ensuring that the 
services are operated 
on time. 


—JRAM MOHAN, 
DABEERPURA 


This is to bring to the attention of authori- 


—JAYANTHRAO, roadusers. — SURJIT SINGH, proper signage like Zebra crossings etc. swiftly and address this issue. 
TARANAGAR — RASHEED KHAN, MANIKONDA SAINIKPURI — PHILIP JOSHUA , SECUNDERABAD — CHANDAN CHATTERJEE , NEREDMET 
Continuation 
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BRS vows to fight for Musi project oustees | Tension in Siddipet | ‘Mr CM, you cannot Musi oustees, 2BHK | Metro to connect airport 
Harish promised all support crore for this project,” he said, | Over girl’s rape escape’ beneficiaries clash | with Fourth City 


from the BRS, offering shelter at 
Telangana Bhavan to anyone dis- 
placed. “Our doors are open 
24x7. Call us and I will be here in 
half an hour. If bulldozers come, 
they will have to go over us first,” 
he said, adding that the party 
would also provide them legal 
aid for free to fight their cases in 
courts. 

During his visit to the affected 
areas, the BRS legislator criti- 
cised the allocation of funds for 
the project, pointing out that 
while Rs 1,50,000 crore was being 
spent on beautification, basic 
public services remained neg- 
lected. “Revanth Reddy has no 
money to deliver his election 
promises, but finds Rs 1.5 lakh 


also asking whether the Chief 
Minister was planning to mort- 
gage the valuable lands of Hy- 
derabad to the World Bank in the 
name of the Musi Riverfront De- 
velopment project. 

He called the Revanth Reddy 
government a Tughlaq adminis- 
tration for its brainless decisions, 
stating that it was demolishing 
homes to hand over land to cor- 
porate companies. 

Stating that the BRS would 
stand by the poor, whose homes 
were destroyed, Harish advised 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi to 
replace the Congress’ designated 
hand symbol with a bulldozer as 
the government was bulldozing 
the poor out of their homes. 


Following the incident, the ac- 
cused person’s family fled the vil- 
lage fearing an attack from the vic- 
tim’s family. Meanwhile, police 
took the accused into custody and 
sent the victim to a government 
hospital in Siddipet for a medical 
examination. With the villagers 
turning irate and attacking the 
house and vehicles of the accused, 
police found it difficult to control 
the situation. A huge number of 
police force was mobilised from 
Komuravelly, Cheriyal and other 
neighbouring police stations and 
rushed to Gavarannapet to bring 
the situation under control. The 
situation was still tense in the vil- 
lage when reports came in last. 


Shodha Constructions is a small firm that 
reportedly made only Rs 2 crore in prof- 
its annually over the last two years, 
Rama Rao said. The BRS working presi- 
dent said this violated Sections 7, 11 and 
13 of the Prevention of Corruption Act. 
“While you hand over AMRUT funds to 
your brother-in-law’s firm, you continue 
to spew venom against the poor by de- 
molishing their homes. Do you expect us 
to remain silent?” he asked. 

Rama Rao also dismissed the Chief 
Minister’s political connections in Delhi, 
stating that even his BJP allies would find 
it difficult to shield him from the conse- 
quences. “The judiciary in this country is 
strong and honest,” Rama Rao asserted, 
reiterating that legal repercussions were 
inevitable for Revanth Reddy. 


A few families moved to the flat 
with their belongings during the 
day. However, at night, those who 
had applied for the 2BHK scheme 
and got selected during the previ- 
ous BRS government, gathered at 
the spot and picked up a fight with 
the Musi project-affected families. 
The luggage and bags were 
thrown from the flats on to the 
ground by the 2BHK scheme ap- 
plicants. 

Police resorted to mild lathi- 
charge to control the situation. 
Additional forces were rushed to 
the spot to control the situation. 
Police registered a case against a 
few persons for attacking people 
and are investigating. 


The HAML, ina press release, said Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy had approved broad contours of 
the Metro Phase II corridors as Nagole-RGIA 
(Airport Corridor), Raidurg-Kokapet Neopolis, 
MGBS-Chandrayangutta (Old City Corridor), 
Miyapur-Patancheru, LB Nagar-Hayat Nagar, 
apart from RGIA-Fourth City (Skill University) 
corridors. 

The Metro phase-2 is expected to cost about Rs 
32,237 crore and the entire phase is proposed to be 
implemented as a joint venture project of State 
government and Government of India. NVS 
Reddy, who made a detailed presentation to the 
Chief Minister on the proposals, said the DPRs for 
all corridors were being given final touches and 
that HAML is awaiting the traffic study report of 
the Comprehensive Mobility Plan (CMP) being 
prepared for the Hyderabad Metropolitan Area by 
HMDA. 
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HYDERABAD 
Bizman dies 
in accident 
V 


A businessman died in 
aroad accident at 
Chaderghat on Sunday. 
The victim Dasakonda 
Umesh (35), a resident 
of Dabeerpura was 
going ona bike whena 
mini bus belonging to a 
nursing college hit the 
motorcycle at 
Chaderghat. “Umesh 
fell on the road and 
sustained head injuries. 
Death was instant for 
him,” the Chaderghat 
police. A case was reg- 
istered against the 
driver of the bus and he 
was taken into cus- 
tody. 


HYDERABAD 
Injection vials 
seized, 4 held 
bes 


The Bandlaguda police 
arrested four persons 
who were selling injec- 
tions and seized 18 
vials of Mephenter- 
mine Sulphate 30 mg 
injections from them. 
The arrested are Mohd 
Nawaz, Mohd Abdul 
Wali, Ahmed Nahadi, 
and Mateen, all resi- 
dents of Bandlaguda. 
“The gang was pur- 
chasing the injection 
through online portals 
via courier and selling 
it to addicts at a higher 
price,” said Bandlaguda 
Inspector, K Satya- 
narayana. A case was 
registered and they 
were remanded. 


HYDERABAD 


Sight4All 
Project 
V 


Pushpagiri Vitreo 
Retina Institute (PVRI), 
with the support of 
Cognizant Foundation 
India, has launched the 
Sight4All Project, a sig- 
nificant initiative 
aimed at contributing 
to reducing avoidable 
blindness caused by 
Retinopathy of Prema- 
turity (ROP) in Telan- 
gana and Andhra 
Pradesh. The Sight4all 
project aims to reach 
over 20 districts and 
24 SNCUs (Special 
Newborn Care Units) 
across Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh. It will 
screen more than 
6,000 babies for ROP. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Shattered & living in fear 


Families who had invested their lifetime savings into buying homes are 
now terrified at the prospect of losing everything they have 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The victims of the Musi 
Riverfront Development 
Project opened their homes 
to BRS leaders on Sunday, 
pouring out their hearts and 
fears, and on how they were 
spending sleepless nights 
worrying about losing their 
life savings. Families who 
had invested their lifetime 
savings into buying homes 
were now facing the terrify- 
ing prospect of losing every- 
thing. 

Saritha, a nine-month 
pregnant woman from Hy- 
dershakote, has barely slept 
for weeks. With her hus- 
band serving in the army, 
she wakes up in panic at the 
sound of any passing lorry, 
fearing it to be a bulldozer. 
“We sold all properties in 
our native place, emptied 
our savings, and took a loan 
to buy this house. Our EMIs 
stretch till 2048, and now 
our future looks blank. We 
don’t need beautification; 
we live near nature. All we 
want is to secure our home,” 
she said fighting back tears. 

Dhanalaxmi, a Central 
government employee, 
shared similar despair. “Of 
the 383 houses in our colony, 
148 are marked to be in the 
buffer zone of Musi River. 
We took loans, we invested 
every penny we had. Now, 
we live in fear, every single 
day,” she said. 

The president of Sri 
Venkateshwara Colony Res- 
idents Welfare Association 
echoed these sentiments, 
pointing out the injustice. 
“We paid registration fees, 
property taxes, and all other 
charges to the government 
which shamelessly collected 
them and now, declaring 
our properties as illegal. If 
our homes are demolished, 
who will pay our EMIs? 
Why would we build homes 
only to live in double-bed- 
room flats?” he © said. 
Chandu, a retired army offi- 
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Victims of the Musi Riverfront Development Project staging a protest at Hydershakote on Sunday. 


cer, is devastated. “I have 
worked for 20 years in the 
army, invested my savings, 
and took a Rs 30 lakh loan to 
purchase this house. Our 
homes have been marked as 
‘buffer zone.’ We have not 
gone to work for last seven 
days because we cannot 
comprehend when they will 
demolish our house,” he 
said, pointing out that de- 
spite defending the country 
for 20 years, his home was 
not safe. 

For many, like Hasan 
from Vishalnagar, this isn’t 
just about losing property - 
it is about shattering a life- 
time of dreams. “This gov- 
ernment lasts five years, but 
a home is a lifetime dream 
for everyone. How can you 
shatter that with just one de- 
cision? By taking away our 
homes, you are wiping out 
the savings of an entire gen- 
eration,” he said. 
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KTR to meet residents today 


HYDERABAD: After recov- 
ering from about 72 hours 
of viral fever, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao is 
set to visit areas affected 
by the Musi Riverfront De- 
velopment Project. Start- 
ing Monday, he will tour 
Rajendranagar’s Hyder- 
guda and Kishanbagh, fol- 
lowed by Amberpet on 
Tuesday to meet residents 
facing eviction due to the 
government’s controver- 
sial project. 

Taking to social media 
platform X, Rama Rao con- 
demned the evictions, call- 
ing the government’s ac- 
tions “mindless and 
ill-conceived bulldozer bul- 
lying.” He assured the pub- 
lic that the BRS would take 


every step possible to sup- 
port those affected. “We 
will not stand by as peo- 
ple’s homes are destroyed 
for profit. This must be 
stopped,” he asserted. 

When a netizen ques- 
tioned why he wasn’t ad- 
dressing other constituen- 
cies between 
Rajendranagar and Amber- 
pet, he responded that he 
was giving the elected rep- 
resentatives of those areas 
a few days to respond. 

“If they remain silent, as 
the principal opposition 
party, we will step in and 
visit all the affected re- 
gions,” he clarified. The 
BRS working president said 
the Musi beautification 
was driven by the Chief 


Minister’s greed for a slice 
of the pie from the Rs 1.5 
lakh crore project at the 
cost of citizens’ lives. 
“Even as the people of the 
city are thrown into de- 
spair and heartbroken with 
the fear of losing their 
homes, you are playing pol- 
itics with the lives of mil- 
lions,” he said. 

Rama Rao also appealed 
to the people of Hyder- 
abad, urging them not to 
lose hope or take drastic 
steps amid the crisis. 
“There are courts, and 
there is the BRS, which 
will support you through 
thick and thin,” he said, re- 
iterating his commitment 
to stand by the affected 
families. 


will —— homes from demolitions, says BRS MLA 


BRS Malkajgiri MLA Marri Rajasekhar Reddy interacting with 
residents in his constituency on Sunday. 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Amid growing fears over 
the demolition of properties 
by HYDRAA, Malkajgiri 
MLA Marri Rajasekhar 
Reddy in his constituency 
visited the affected areas 
and assured people of all 
possible support to safe- 
guard their homes. 

He interacted with resi- 
dents of East Anand Bagh 
and Vinayak Nagar in 
Moula Ali division as well as 


Shankaraiah Colony, 
Simhadri Nagar, NMDC 
Colony, and Sivananda 


Nagar, among others on 
Sunday. 

Speaking to the residents, 
Rajasekhar Reddy raised 
concern over the Congress 
government’s focus on the 
demolition of houses using 
HYDRAA, while essential 
development programmes 
were sidelined. 


‘People spending 
sleepless nights’ 

“People are falling ill and 
spending sleepless nights in 
fear of losing their homes. 
This is not just an individ- 
ual’s problem, but a crisis 
for the entire Malkajgiri 


constituency,” Rajasekhar 
Reddy said. 
The MLA vowed to stand 


with the people, promising 
to take the fight to the 
Supreme Court ifnecessary. 
“T will not allow a single 
home to be demolished,” he 
asserted, criticising the gov- 
ernment for causing unnec- 
essary distress instead of fo- 
cusing on public welfare. 

Rajasekhar Reddy said he 
was heartbroken by the 
mental anguish of the af- 
fected residents and 
pledged his full support in 
their fight against the demo- 
litions. 


Group - | Main: 
Directive on 
hall tickets 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Candidates appearing for 
the Group - I Main exams 
commencing October 21 
must carry the same hall 
ticket used on the first day 
of the examination for the 
remaining six examinations. 
On each examination day, 
every candidate must sign 
on the hall ticket, in the 
presence of the invigilator 
at the space provided, 
which will be counter- 
signed by the invigilator. 
The aspirants will not be 
permitted to appear for the 
examination if they come 
with a newly downloaded 
copy on each exam day. 
The Telangana Public 
Service Commission 
(TGPSC) will hold the 
Group -I Main examination 
from October 21, commenc- 
ing with general English 
paper, which is a qualifying 
test. All seven papers in- 
cluding the qualifying test 
will be conducted from 2 
pm to 5 pm. Entry into the 
exam centres will com- 
mence at 12.30 pm with the 
last entry being at 1.30 pm. 
No candidate will be al- 
lowed to enter the examina- 


Candidates must 
carry the same hall 
ticket on all exam 
days. They will not 
be allowed with 
new copies 


tion centre after the closure 
of the gates at 1.30 pm. 

The Group - I Main com- 
prises General English 
(qualifying test), General 
Essay (paper-I), History, 
Culture and geography 
(paper-II), Indian Society, 
Constituent and Gover- 
nance (paper-III), Economy 
and Development (paper 
IV), Science and Technol- 
ogy, and Data Interpreta- 
tion (paper-V) and Telan- 
gana Movement and State 
Formation (paper-VD. 

Candidates must carry 
hall ticket, along with one 
original valid photo ID card 
(in physical form) - Pass- 
port, PAN card, Voter ID, 
Aadhaar card, government 
employee ID, or driving li- 
cense - issued by the gov- 
ernment and_ black/blue 
ballpoint pens, pencil and 
eraser to exam centres. 


TTGDA plea for 
special allowance 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Telangana Teaching 
Government Doctors Asso- 
ciation (TTGDA) on Sun- 
day urged the State govern- 
ment to provide peripheral 
medical college special al- 
lowance (hardship  al- 
lowance) to its members. 
In the TTGDA general 
council meeting here, the 
association of peripheral 
doctors said due to working 
in harsh conditions, the fac- 
ulty deserved hardship al- 
lowance. “Doctors who are 
working in peripheral med- 
ical colleges must receive 
an allowance of 30 per cent 
of their basic pay for rural 
postings and 50 per cent for 
postings in remote and 
tribal areas. This will go a 
long way in encouraging 
talent to work at such loca- 
tions,” the TTGDA said. 
Some of the other major 
demands put forward by the 
TTGDA include recogni- 
tion of the association at the 
earliest, transfers on aregu- 
lar basis and clear guide- 
lines for registering for bio- 
metric attendance. “There 
have been occasions where 
leaves are not granted to 
doctors working in periph- 
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This will goa 
long way in 
encouraging 
talent to work at 
such locations 
— TIGDA 


eral areas. This should not 
be the case. There is also 
need to improve infrastruc- 
ture or working conditions 
for doctors like proper duty 
rooms, toilets and proper 
support staff for doctors 
posted in peripheral re- 
gions,” the TTGDA pointed 
out. The members in the 
general council meeting 
also pointed out that union 
leaders were intentionally 
getting targeted by the 
Health Department for rais- 
ing concerns or genuine is- 
sues. “There is a need to 
complete direct recruit- 
ment of Assistant Profes- 
sors at the earliest and com- 
pletely avoid contract 
system of recruitment in old 
medical colleges,” the 
TTGDA said. 


Gastrointestinal, 
liver ailments 
rising, say experts 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Ailments related to the gas- 
trointestinal tract and liver 
were on the rise and were 
spreading like an epidemic 
in South India, according to 
gastroenterologists and 
liver specialists. 

The experts were speaking 
at a national conference on 
the teme ‘Bridge the Gaps 
2.0-GI Disorders’ organised 
by the Department of Med- 
ical Gastroenterology, 
Yashoda Hospitals, Hitec 
City on Sunday. The spe- 
cialits pointed out that ail- 
ments such as viral hepati- 
tis, fatty liver, liver 
fibrosis/cirrhosis to liver 
cancers, were getting re- 
ported ona large scale. 


Over 2.68 lakh deaths 

“Liver-related deaths in 
India have reached a stag- 
gering figure of 2,68,580, 
which is 3.71 per cent of all 
deaths, per year contribut- 
ing to 18.3 per cent of global 


2 million  liver-related 
deaths,” Director, Yashoda 
Hospitals, Dr Pavan 
Gorukanti said. 


500 delegates 
Over 500 physicians and 
surgeons from across the 
country attended the con- 
ference, which featured dis- 
cussions on the complete 
spectrum of liver diseases. 
With liver diseases posing a 
significant health burden, 
the conference addressed 
pressing health issues like 
acute gastrointestinal 
bleeding, perforated ulcers 
and bowel obstructions, etc. 
Dr Naveen Polavarapu, 
Dr Santosh Enaganti, Dr K S 
Somasekhar Rao, Dr Gopi 
Srikanth and Dr 
Sharathchandra Gorantla of 
Yashoda Hospitals pre- 
sented the latest clinical 
guidelines, case studies, and 
interactive discussions to 
enhance the knowledge and 
skills required for managing 
critical GI emergencies in 
real-time. 


Airport Metro alignment being finalised 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Apart from Metro Rail con- 
nectivity alignment from the 
airport to the Fourth City via 
Mansanpally Road, and the 
ORR stretch between the 
Pedda Golconda exit and 
Raviryal exit, the Hyderabad 
Airport Metro Limited 
(HAML) on Sunday an- 
nounced that the Airport 
Metro alignment is now 
being finalised via 
Aramghar and the New 
High Court location on NH 
44. 

The 40 km long line from 
the airport to the proposed 
Fourth City will be about 2 
km of the underground por- 
tion within the airport area, 
the elevated portion of 
about 20 km, and the ‘At 
Grade’ (road level) portion 
of about 18 km. 

HAML Managing Direc- 
tor NVS Reddy who made a 
presentation to Chief Minis- 
ter A Revanth Reddy said 
the Chief Minister had ap- 
proved the broad contours 
of the Metro Phase II corri- 
dors as Nagole-RGIA (Air- 
port Corridor), Raidurg- 
Kokapet Neopolis, 
MGBS-Chandrayangutta 
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(Old City Corridor), Miya- 
pur-Patancheru, LB Nagar- 
Hayathnagar and RGIA- 
Fourth City (Skill 
University) corridor. 

The proposed Airport 
Metro Corridor traverses 
from Nagole to Shamshabad 
Airport via LB Nagar, Kar- 
manghat, Owaisi Hospital, 
DRDO, Chandrayangutta, 
Mailardevpally, Aramghar, 
New High Court and 


Total | 1162km } aw 
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Shamshabad Jn on the NH. It 
connects to existing lines at 
Nagole, L B Nagar and 
Chandrayangutta. While 35 
km is elevated, about 1.6 km 
will be underground, with 
24 metro stations. Corridor 


V is being built from 
Raidurg Metro station to 
Kokapet Neopolis via Biodi- 
versity Junction, Khajaguda 
Road, Nanakramguda Junc- 
tion, Wipro Circle, Financial 


Phi& Ph << Metro Corridors 


district and Kokapet Neopo- 
lis, with about eight stations 
while Corridor VI (Old City 
Metro) is an extension of the 
Green Line from MGBS to 
Chandrayangutta travelling 
via Mandi Road over Darul- 
shifa Jn, Shalibanda Junc- 
tion, and Falaknuma. The 
road will be widened to 100 
feet uniformly and of about 
1,100 properties getting af- 
fected in the road widening 


Metro Phase 2 
Corridors 


Corridor IV: Nagole - RGIA 
(Airport Corridor): 36.6 km 


‘Corridor V: P Raidurg - - Kokapet 
Neopolis: 11.6 km 


Corridor VI: MGBS - 
Chandrayangutta (Old City 
Corridor) : 7.5 km 


Corridor Vil: Miyapur- 
Patancheru : 13.4 km 


Corridor VIII: LB Nagar - 
Hayat Nagar : 7.1 km 


Corridor IX: RGIA— Fourth 
City (Skill University) - 40 km 


and for alignment, notifica- 
tions were issued for 400 
properties. There are about 
103 religious, heritage and 
other sensitive structures in 
this route. 

Corridor VII is being built 
as an extension from the ex- 
isting Miyapur metro station 
up to Patancheru via Alwyn 
Crossroad, Madinaguda, 
Chanda Nagar, BHEL and 
ICRISAT while Corridor 
VIII is an extension from LB 
Nagar side and goes over 
Chintalkunta, Vanasthalipu- 
ram, Auto Nagar and RTC 
Colony. 


Bike lifter 
nabbed 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A labourer-turned-bike 
thief who stole two-wheel- 
ers from government hos- 
pitals was arrested by the 
Chilkalguda police on Sun- 
day. The police recovered 
18 motorcycles worth Rs 10 
lakh from him. 

According to D Bala 
Swamy, DCP (East), K 
Srinivas, (35), a native of 
Kamareddy district, and 
staying in the city used to 
steal two-wheelers from 
government hospitals, 
metro stations, and other 
public places . He would 
keep the stolen vehicles at 
metro stations for a few 
days and later sell them at a 
throwaway price. “Three 
persons Rathnam, Shanta 
Rao, and Srinu, who pur- 
chased the stolen property 
from Srinivas were also ar- 
rested,” the DCP said. 

Srinivas had stolen vehi- 
cles from Gandhi Hospital, 
Niloufer Hospital, OGH, 
ESI Hospital, Government 
Hospital Medak and from 
Mettuguda, Miyapur and 
Balanagar metro stations 
among other places. 
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WARANGAL 
Body-worn 
cameras 

V 


To bring in more trans- 
parency and accounta- 
bility while performing 
duty, the traffic police 
personnel have been 
provided with body- 
worn cameras to cap- 
ture digital evidence of 
the offenses. The cam- 
eras were necessitated 
following complaints of 
rude behaviour from 
both the traffic police 
personnel and the vio- 
lators. 


ASIFABAD 
Support for 
rape victim 
V 


BRS MLA Kova Lakshmi 
consoled family mem- 
bers of a minor girl who 
was raped in Asifabad. 
Lakshmi assured all 
support to the family 
members of the minor 
girl. She termed the in- 
cident as unfortunate 
and instructed police 
to investigate the inci- 
dent thoroughly and to 
ensure that the culprit 
was punished. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CHANGE OF NAME 
1, Shaik Rubeena W/o, Mansur Baig R/o 


3-1/a/hr/114, Hi Rise Pvr Meadows, Villa 
114, Mallampet, Bachupally, Medchal- 
Malkajgiri, Telangana - 500090 have 


changed my name to Rubeena Begum. 
(17-38174) 


I, Khaja Waheeduddin S/o Late Mir Khaja 
Moinuddin R/o0:8-1-346/29, Brindavan 
Colony, Shaikpet,Golconda, Hyderanad.Has 
Changed My Name as MIR KHAJA 


WAHEEDUDDIN For all purpose 
(17-8379) 


I, Rayudu Padma R/o.Plot no.12,Ground 
Floor, Near Andhra Bank Manikonda, 
Hyderabad, Telangana-500089, Changed 


My Name As RAYUDU PADMAVATHI. 
{TT-8379) 


I, ASHOK KOTHARI R/o. 1-8-450/1/1, 
P.No.28, LANE.1 SRT.No.3, INDIAN, AIRLINE 
Colony , Begumpet, HYD-16.TS. Changed 


My Name to ASHOK KUMAR JAIN. 
(17-8379) 


|, MOHAMMED ZUBAIR HUSSAIN S/o. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


RTC to encourage 
SHG women to 
purchase buses 


STATE BUREAU 
KARIMNAGAR 


Transport Minister Pon- 
nam Prabhakar said the 
Telangana State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(TGSRTC) was planning to 
encourage self-help group 
women to purchase new 
buses and engage them in 
the corporation. 

Stating that the corpora- 
tion would enter an agree- 
ment with women SHGs, he 
said talks were being held 


with MEPMA officials. 
Speaking after launching 
the TGSRTC’s electric 


buses at Ambedkar stadium 
here on Sunday, he said 35 
electric buses were being 
launched initially in Karim- 
nagar region. The RTC, 
with the objective of reduc- 
ing pollution, had decided 
to purchase 500 buses in the 
first phase. 

The State government 
was contemplating operat- 
ing diesel-free (only elec- 
tric) buses inside the Outer 
Ring Road of Hyderabad, he 
said, adding that overall, the 
corporation would pur- 
chase 2500 electric buses in 
a phased manner. The 
process for recruitment to 
3035 vacancies through 
TSPSC and the police de- 


1, VAYASREE KAVUTURU W/o. KAVU- 
TURU RAJESH KUMAR, FLAT NO.203, 
MANORAMA MANSION, BALANAGAR, 
MOOSAPET - 500018 HAVE CHANGED 
MY NAME TO *CHERUKURI VIJAYAS- 
REE* HERE AFTER MY NAME IS 


KNOWN AS *CHERUKURI VIJAYASREE* 
(TT-8380) 


I, Kancherla Naga Satya Surya Konda 
Venkata Narasimha Murty S/o Subba 
Rao, R/o.H.no:8-96, Old court street, 
Mummidivaram (v) & (M) Dr. B.R. Ambed- 
kar Konaseema Dist, A.P, | have changed 
my name to NSSKV NARASIMHA 


MURTHY KANCHERLA for all future purposes 
{1T-8380) 


LOST 


I, T Srikanth R/o.Flat no 204, Vineyard Olive 
Apts, Defence Colony Medchal-Malkajgiri 
Dist. Has lost/Misplaced Original Property 


partment was also under 
progress, the Minister said. 
Mayor Y Sunil Rao, 
TGSRTC MD VC Sajjanar, 
Collector Pamela Satpathy 
and others were present. 

As for the electric buses, 
initially, 33 electric super 
luxury buses will be oper- 
ated between Karimnagar 
and the Jubilee Bus Station, 
Hyderabad. Seventy elec- 
tric buses have been allo- 
cated to the Karimnagar 
region as against the re- 
quest of regional authori- 
ties for 100 buses. Of these, 
35 buses have already 
reached Karimnagar. 
While 33 buses will be op- 
erated in between Karim- 
nagar-JBS on a gross-cost 
contract (GCS) system, 
two vehicles will be kept 
on standby. 

A private firm JBM will 
operate all these electric 
buses from Karimnagar-2 
depot, which has already 
been handed over to the 
private operator. In this re- 
gard, both the private firm 
and TGRTC have already 
entered into an agreement. 
Besides appointing drivers, 
the operation of buses 
would be done by the pri- 
vate firm while RTC would 
supply conductors and su- 
pervise the operation. 


Seminar for 
Civils aspirants 
today 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Reflections IAS Academy, 
in association with Telan- 
gana Today and Namasthe 
Telangana, is organising a 
series of seminars on ‘Civil 
Services - the G.O.A.T’ ca- 
reer for a fresh graduate 
across Telangana to guide 
aspiring civil service can- 
didates. 

The next seminar will 
take place on September 
30, at the Indian Institute 
of Management and Com- 
merce, Khairatabad, Hy- 
derabad. 

K Shashikanth, IRS 2023 
and currently with IRTS, 
will be the chief guest and 
keynote speaker. He will 
share his inspiring jour- 
ney and insights, motivat- 
ing students to consider 
civil services as a presti- 
gious career path. 

The event will also fea- 
ture Ramana Muppalla, 
Director of Reflections 
IAS Academy, along with 
K Raghuveer, Principal of 
the institute, who will 
lend their support to this 
initiative. 

This seminar series of- 
fers a valuable opportu- 
nity for fresh graduates 
and aspiring candidates to 
grasp the intricacies of 
UPSC preparation and 
learn what it takes to 
excel in this competitive 
field. 


Gym centres under 
police scanner 


Move comes after clash between two factions in Mancherial 


SANTOSH PADALA 
MANCHERIAL 


Gym centres in the town 
have now come under the 
scanner of the police follow- 
ing a clash between two 
factions. 

Seven persons were ar- 
rested on Thursday for al- 
legedly attempting to mur- 
der Mera Sanjeev, an 
associate of Congress leader 
Jaganmohan Rao at the lat- 
ter’s house on the bypass 
road in the town on Septem- 
ber 23. Police have launched 
a search to nab the main ac- 
cused person G Rakesh, an 
owner of a gym, by forming 
special teams. They in- 
spected three popular gyms 
in the town and gathered de- 
tails of members on Friday. 

“The two factions have 
been vying for domination 
against each other for quite 
a long time. They are clash- 
ing with each other at regu- 
lar intervals. However, the 
conflict between the two 
groups is spoiling the peace 
and tranquility of the town. 
A watch is kept on certain 
gyms of the town as few of 


on fire, in Komuravelly mandal of Siddipet district, on Sunday. 


Police inspect a gym and gather details of members in Mancherial. 


the accused persons ar- 
rested recently were mem- 
bers of a gym,” Mancherial 
Inspector R Bansilal said. 

It is learnt that young- 
sters and persons with a 
criminal history are joining 
gyms for bodybuilding and 
improving physical fitness. 
They are allegedly getting 
addicted to the consump- 
tion of ganja and liquor at 
these gyms. They are al- 
legedly involved in gang 
wars, a new menace rising 
in the district headquarters. 

Nearly 20 gym centres 


Residents of Gavarannapet arguing with the police after relatives of a rape victim set the house of the accused 


are operated for men and 
women in several parts of 
the town. While a majority 
of them are organized by 
trained fitness coaches, a 
few of them are run by 
youngsters who graduate 
in engineering and other 
degree courses. 

Of late, these gyms are 
becoming a haven for ille- 
gal activities including 
consumption of ganja, at- 
tacks on civilians, teasing 
women, settlements of 
land and financial dis- 
putes, etc. Meanwhile, the 


gyms operated by profes- 
sional trainers are wit- 
nessing a dip in clients fol- 
lowing the watch by police 
in some gym centres. 
“Membership of fitness 
seekers is declining at 
most of the gyms in the 
last few days., resulting in 
losses for owners,” an op- 
erator regretted, adding 
that fitness seekers were 
now hesitating to visit the 
gyms in the wake of the 
clash between the two fac- 
tions and special focus of 
the police on the gyms. 


Several booked 
for abusing CM 


STATE BUREAU 
Adilabad 


Several persons from the 
Khanapur area were booked 
on the charges of abusing 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Saturday. 
Adilabad I town Inspec- 
tor D Sunil Kumar said a 
case was booked against 
Ganganna and others for 
abusing Revanth Reddy 
when officials of both the 
municipal and revenue de- 
partments were carrying 
out a survey to identify 
boundaries and full tank 
level of an irrigation tank in 
Khanapur under the Section 
296 B of Indian Penal Code 
and relevant sections of In- 
formation Technology Act. 
The locals opposed the 
survey by claiming they had 
been living here for 30 


The incident took 
place when officials 
were carrying out 

a survey to identify 
boundaries of an 
irrigation tank 


years, prompting the off- 
cials to withdraw their 
move on Friday. 

Municipal chairperson 
Jogu Premender told offi- 
cials to find alternative so- 
lutions before conducting 
the survey. 

Adilabad RDO Vinod 
Kumar clarified that the sur- 
vey was aimed at prevent- 
ing the encroachment of the 
tank in the future. He stated 
that houses of people would 
not be bulldozed. 


o 


Sale Deed Document no: 2830/1985 ,SRO 


MOHAMMED TAHER HUSSAIN R/o.H.No.19- 
186, Rhoda Mestri Nagar-B, Gajularamaram 
Rd, Medchal TS. 500055, Changed 


My Name As MOHD ZUBAIR HUSSAIN. 
{11-8379} 


|, Kukkala Sujitha R/o.P No-9, F.No. -301, Sri 
tulasi Homes Arora Colony, Road No 3, Banjara hills 
Hyd -500034 TS. Changed My Name to 


GORIPARTHI SUJITHA S/o. GORIPARTHI RAGHUVEER 
[1T-8379)} 


I, SHRIYA KHANNA R/o. VILLA 64 & 65A, 
ORION VILLAS, SYNO: 66/1, RAIDURGAM, 
SERILINGAMPALLY, GACHIBOWLI, CYB-RR- 
500032,TS. Changed My Name to SHRIYA 


KHANNA MALIK W/o. PRATHAM MALIK. 
{TT-8380) 


I, Masira Khanam R/o 11-3-846, Mallepally 
Near Badi Masjid, Hyderabad TELANGANA 
500001, Changed My Name as. 


MASIRA KHAN D/o. Nawazish Alam Khan. 
(1T-8380) 


|, PONNAGANTI NAGA SREEDEVIR/o. E- 
51, F No.503, 5TH FLR, VAISHNAVI DIAMOND 
ENCLAVE, MADHURANAGAR, HYD-500038, 
T.S Changed My Name to VASIREDDI NAGA 


SREEDEVI W/o. VASIREDD! RAVIKANTH. 
{TT-8380) 


|, NOUSHEEN MOHAMMED, R/O, H.NO: 2-3- 
512/8, BAPU NAGAR, AMBERPET, HYDERABAD 
(TS) CHANGED MY NAME AS NOUSHEEN 
PARVEEN, D/o, MOHAMMED RASHEED. 


+ 8-2-603/1/78,9, 
Road No 10, Banjara Hills, 
Hyderabad - 34 


Email: 
t.todayadvt @gmail.com 


Vallabh Nagar,which is in My Fathers Name 
lost While Shifting My 


if Any Found Pls Cont. 9295029078 
{TT-8379} 


|, MIRYALA KARTHIK KUMAR S/o. MIRYALA 
VENKATA RAMANA RAO, R/o: Block A-457, 


Janapriya Arcadia, Near MB Durgah, Kowkoor, Bo- 


House. 


larum, Medchal-Malkajgiri Dist-10, has lost Orig- 
inal passport No:R2071311of my son MIRYALA 
VISHWAK KUMAR. while | was shifting my House 
from Warangal to Hyderabad on 20/06/2024 
if anyone found please cont:9704096916 


NOTICE 


appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of Telangana Publi- 
cations Pvt. Ltd. Shall not be 
held responsible / liable 
for any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
found to be false. 


PUBLIC & COURT 
NOTICE & 
CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
9848077857 
9182777757 


LOST OF DOCUMENT 


|, Pyata Anthi Reddy S/o Pyata 
Papi Reddy, age 47 years, Occ: 
Business, R/o. H.No. 13-48/9, 
Srinivasnagar Colony, Rama 
chandrapuram, §Sangareddy 
District, Telangana State. | 
Purchased the open Plot 
bearing No. 62, in Sy.No. 65 & 
66, admeasuring 166.44 Sq. 
Yards, Situated at pocharam 
Village, patancheru Mandal, 
Sangareddy District, Telangana 
State From GSK Project vide 
Register Sale deed No. 18090/ 
202, Dt. 23.04.2021. My Vendors 
vendor link document in respect 
of the said plot register sale 
deed No. 10089/2008, Dt. 
08.07.2008, has been lost by me 
on 20.09.2024. Lost my 
Document While Travelling From 
Ramachandrapuram to 
pocharam village. If anybody 
found Please Contact.9704006661 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
The General public is hereby 
informed that my clients Katakam 
Srinivas Reddy, S/o. Narsa Reddy 
Rio. EWS 1133 KPHB Colony, 
Hyderabad, T.S. and Akkaldev 
Raghavendra Yadav, S/o. A. Jeeth 
Rao R/o. Moosapet, Balanagar, 
Hyderabad, T.S. has entered into an 
Agreement of Sale dated 02-06- 
2023 with its lawful owner and 
possessor Mr.Boini Eswaraiah, S/o. 
Ramaiah, to Purchase agricultural 


Maddikunta Village, 
Mandal, Sangareddy Dist., T.S., and 
in this aspect my client has paid 
advance sale consideration and the 
i sale proceeding will 
completed soon. Therefore, in this 
regard if any person/s have any right, 
title, claim or objection of whatsoever 
may contact the undersigned within 
7 (seven) days from the date of this 
publication, together with all the 
relevant documents to sort out the 
objections, otherwise, my client will 
get the sale Deed registered and 
thereafter no objection will be 
entertained. 

Sd/- MOHD BARKAT ALI, Advocate 

# 3-5-854/1, Hyderguda, Hyderabad 

TS.-29, Cell: 9866696887. 


Youth ends life 
over loan app 
harassment 


WARANGAL: Unable to 
bear the harassment of loan 
app agents, a 29-year-old 
man died, allegedly by sui- 
cide, in Mulknoor. M Anil, 
who was running a fast 
food outlet in Mulknoor, 
borrowed Rs 9 lakh from an 
online loan app. However, 
he was unable to pay the in- 


stallment. Following this, 
the loan app agents started 
exerting pressure on him to 
pay the installment. Unable 
to bear the harassment, he 
consumed pesticide. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


TO WHOM SO EVER IT MAY 
CONCERNED This is to inform the 
general public that following share 
certificate(s) for the under 
mentioned equity shares of the 
company Carborundum Universal 
Limited (INE120A01034) have been 
lost\ misplaced and the holder(s) of 
the said equity shares have applied 
to the company to issue duplicate 
share certificate(s) as under 

FOLIO NO: CUL109798, CUL109797. 
NAME OF THE HOLDER: PRAKASH 
MATWANI. 

CERTIFICATE NO : 1356,1355. 
DISTINCTIVE NO : FROM TO: 


2626475-2627474,2625475 - 626474 


NO OF SHARES : 1000 & 1000. 

Any person who has a claim in respect 
of the said shares should lodged the 
same with company or its Registrar 
an transfer agents KF in Technologies 
private limited selenium tower 
B. Plot no:31-32, Gachibowili, 
Financial District, Hyderabad-500032, 
within 15 days from the date f this 
publication of this notice. After which no 
claim will be entertained and the 
company may proceed to issue duplicate 
share certificate(s) to the Registered Holder. 


E. VISHWA PRASAD, Advocate, 

Office:4488&449, 4th floor, LPT Market, 

Chintalkunta, LB Nagar, Hyderabad- 500074. 
Cell No. 9848074478 


Plans on for 100 Balachelimi Libraries 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A workshop on the man- 
agement of Children’s Edu- 
cational Academy, Hyder- 
abad, Balachelimi Libraries 
was held on Sunday at the 
seminar hall of Oxford 
Grammar School, presided 
over by Manikonda 
Vedakumar, Editor of Dec- 
canLand newspapers and 
chairman of the Children’s 
Educational Academy. 
Vedakumar spoke about 
the objectives and activi- 


ties of the Children’s Edu- 
cational Academy and 
mentioned that they have 
established Balachelimi Li- 
braries in 15 districts 
through creative pro- 
grammes and the goal was 
to set up 100 libraries. 


Book exhibition 

Dr Riyaz, Chairman of the 
Telangana State Library 
Council, acknowledged 
Vedakumar as a key figure 
in the movement. He spoke 
about organising a meeting 
with ‘Balachelimi War- 


riors’ during the upcoming 
Library Week celebrations 
in October second week 
and suggested setting up 
Balachelimi meetings in 
the upcoming book exhibi- 
tion area. Dr Riyaz assured 
that he would bring the sig- 
nificance of Balachelimi li- 
braries to the Chief Minis- 
ter’s attention. 


Organisers share 
experiences 


The event was allatended 


by Dr B Venkateshwarlu, 
Librarian, Siddipet Degree 


College, Dr Chekoni Ravi 
Kumar, Assistant Profes- 
sor, Government City Col- 
lege, Dr Amaravadi Neer- 
aja, a writer, and 
Mallikarjun Rao, Director 
of Maha Academy. Repre- 
sentatives from Balache- 
limi Libraries, children’s 
authors, and teachers. The 
Balachelimi Library organ- 
isers shared their experi- 
ences, while Garipalli 
Ashok Kumar, State con- 
vener of Balachelimi Li- 
braries, conducted the pro- 
gramme. 


Windsor EV launched at Vibrant MG 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


JSW MG Motor India on 
Sunday announced the 
prices for the recently 
launched MG Windsor, 
starting at Rs 13,49,800 (ex- 
showroom). 

India’s first Intelligent 
CUV combines the com- 
fort of a sedan and the ex- 
panse of an SUV, offering 
a luxurious business-class 
experience to customers. 
The CUV comes witha fu- 
turistic aerodynamic de- 
sign, spacious and opulent 
interiors, reassuring 
safety, smart connectivity, 
driving comfort, and many 
hi-tech features, a press 
release stated. 

Customers are also enti- 
tled to various offers such 


The price of Windsor, which will be available in four colour 
options, start at Rs 13,49,800 (ex-showroom). 


as a lifetime warranty on 
the battery for the first 
owner, assured 60 per 


cent buyback after three 
years, and one-year free 
charging at public charg- 


ers using the eHUB by MG 
app, it said. The Windsor 
will be available in four 
colour options — Star- 
burst Black, Pearl White, 
Clay Beige, and Turquoise 
Green. 


EV lifestyle 

MG Motor India Chief 
Commercial Officer Satin- 
der Singh Bajwa said the 
MG Windsor would enable 
customers to upgrade to an 
EV lifestyle through its at- 
tractive packaging and 
pricing. 

The Vibrant Mobility 
Group — Serving Sincerely 
Since 2004, said, “We are 
committed to offering our 
esteemed customers the 
absolute best experience in 
sales and service of auto- 
mobiles.” 
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KHAMMAM 
Drunk man 
kills mother 
V 


A drunk man allegedly 
killed his mother at 
Brahmanapalli village 
in the district. The ac- 
cused, Thatikonda Pa- 
paiah, was said to have 
beaten his wife under 
the influence of alcohol 
during the late night 
hours on Saturday. 
Then his 70-year-old 
mother Marthamma 
tried to stop him from 
beating his wife. Papa- 
iah, who was out of his 
senses, pushed his 
mother hard against a 
wall and she died after 
suffering a serious 
head injury. 


KOTHAGUDEM 


Five CRPF 
men injured 
bes 


Five CRPF personnel 
were injured when an 
IED planted by Maoists 
exploded under Tarrem 
police station limits in 
Chhattisgarh. Police 
said a team of CPRF 
153 Bn of Chinnagelur 
camp was engaged in 
demining duty. The 
team detected an IED 
and was defusing it 
during which it ex- 
ploded. Assistant com- 
mandant Saketh, in- 
spector Sanjay and 
three head constables 
sustained injuries. 


KOTHAGUDEM 
Knife attack 


on woman 
WV 


A woman was at- 
tacked with a knife by 
an unidentified man at 
Machinapet of Julur- 
pad mandal in the dis- 
trict. The woman, Ban- 
oth Nandini, was at 
home with her three- 
month-old baby when 
the incident took 
place. 


News from 


oA 


Fate of projects 
hangs in balance 


Land acquisition hurdles pose threat to irrigation projects 


D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO 
HYDERABAD 


The progress of irrigation 
projects put on the priority 
list in the State is heavily de- 
pendent on the timely ac- 
quisition of land. The need 
to acquire at least 6,000 
acres of land on a war foot- 
ing is crucial to ensure that 
the projects are completed. 

The government is firm 
on their completion within 
the targeted timeline of one 
year. Most of them have 
seen 80 to 90 per cent of the 
works completed during the 
previous regime. However, 
the challenges faced in ac- 
quiring the land continue to 
be the same and are eluding 
solutions. It is such an ardu- 
ous task that the govern- 
ment has sought to entrust 
the responsibility exclu- 
sively to a senior IAS officer. 

The land acquisition 
process is facing problems 
mainly because of the legal 
and bureaucratic hurdles. 
With the government using 
legal means to acquire land 
without a proper conflict 
resolution mechanism, the 
process has led to disputes 
and delays. 

The delay in the progress 
of works on the priority 
projects such as J Chokkarao 
Devadula Lift Irrigation 


The delay in progress of works on the priority projects such as J Chokkarao Devadula Lift Irrigation 
Scheme, Sripada Yellampalli Project and others is more or less land acquisition related. 


Scheme, Sripada Yellam- 
palli Project, Koil Sagar Lift, 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Kalwakurthy Lift, Nettem- 
padu Lift and Rajiv Bhima 
Lift is more or less land ac- 
quisition related, according 
to sources. 

Even years after the com- 
pletion of the head works of 
the projects, the canal net- 
works could not be com- 
pleted. Similar issues re- 
sulted in delayed progress 
with respect to Dindi Lift, 
SRSP Stage II, Sadarmat bar- 
rage, Nilavai, and Palem- 


vagu - which are all critical 
for enhancing the State’s ir- 
rigation capacity. 

So is the case with the 
Chinna Kaleshwaram, 
Modikuntavagu, Lower Pen- 
ganga and Chanaka Korata 
projects. The officials had 
appraised Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy of these is- 
sues, as he reviewed the 
work progress at Jala 
Soudha recently. 

The Chief Minister as- 
sured steps to ensure the 
timely release of funds 
through the green channel 


New policy for 
revenue machinery 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Revenue Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy 
announced that the State 
government was formulat- 
ing a policy to streamline 
the revenue system. The 
new policy, in its final 
stages, was intended to 
benefit the common people 
and farmers. 

He had a meeting with 
Tahsildars from 33 districts 


at NALSAR Law Univer- 
sity in Shamirpet on Sun- 
day, during which he em- 
phasised the need for the 
revenue machinery to im- 
prove its performance, in 
assisting the poor and in 
protecting government 
properties and lands. 

He instructed officials to 
take stringent measures to 
prevent the encroachment 
of government land and to 
develop an action plan for 
the same. 


Revanth for more hospitals 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Calling for a collective effort 
to advance the cause of 
women’s health in the State, 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Sunday an- 
nounced plans to build 


more hospitals and 
strengthen the healthcare 
system. He was speaking 
after taking part in the ‘Pink 
Power Run 2024’ at Gachi- 
bowli Stadium. Speaking on 
the occasion, he highlighted 
the government’s initiatives 
focusing on women’s health 


and welfare. He said that 
measures taken by the or- 
ganisers of the event would 
help empower women to 
overcome future challenges. 
He appealed to all to work 
together to build a healthier 
and empowered future for 
Telangana women. 


Uttam’s father 
passes away 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 
Irrigation Minister N 


Uttam Kumar Reddy’s fa- 
ther, Nalamada Purushot- 
tam Reddy, passed away on 
Sunday. The funeral was 
conducted at the Ma- 
haprasthanam in Jubilee 
Hills later in the day. 
Several dignitaries con- 
doled the demise of Pu- 


rushottam Reddy. Chief 


Minister A Revanth Reddy, 
who expressed his condo- 
lences on the demise, vis- 
ited Uttam Kumar Reddy 
and his family members at 
Mahaprasthanam to share 
in their grief and offer his 
support. 

BRS working president 
KT Rama Rao also ex- 
pressed his grief at the 
passing away of the Minis- 
ter’s father. He offered his 
condolences to the be- 
reaved family. Senior BRS 
leaders Harish Rao, 
Sabitha Indra Reddy and 
others also conveyed their 
condolences to the be- 


reaved family. 


US’ city of Charlotte recognises Bathukamma 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


na unique acknowl- 
edgement of Telan- 


gana’s rich cultural di- 
versity and heritage, the 
city of Charlotte in the 
State of North Carolina in 
the US, has officially 
recognised the festival of 
Bathukamma and is cele- 
brating the event apart 
from declaring Telangana 
Heritage Week from Octo- 
ber 3 to 1. 

Charlotte’s Mayor, Vi 
Alexander Lyles, in fact, 
issued a proclamation to 
this effect, pointing out 
that Telangana has long 
been the home for diverse 
languages and cultures 
and that it stood as a 
“bedrock of India’s plural- 
ism and inclusiveness”, 
with the history of Telan- 
gana State being almost 
5,000-years-old and 
demonstrates many of 
India’s arts, cultures, tra- 
ditions, and religions. 

“Whereas, the contribu- 
tion of the Telugu lan- 
guage-speaking commu- 
nity towards the vibrancy 


City Mayor Vi Alexander Lyles issues proclamation, says 
Telangana has long been the home for diverse languages. 


and vitality of the city of 
Charlotte and North Car- 
olina has become signifi- 
cant throughout its vari- 
ous organisations and 
events; the Charlotte Tel- 
ugu speaking community 
from Telangana State of 
India has enriched Char- 
lotte’s cultural diversity,” 
the proclamation read. 
“In addition, they are a 
key participant in North 
Carolina’s progress in the 
fields of medicine, engi- 
neering, politics, legal, cul- 
ture and tradition, and 
community welfare; and 


whereas, Bathukamma 
Panduga, or The Festival 
of Life, is a nine-day floral 
festival of Telangana; the 
festival is a celebration of 
the inherent relationship 
human beings share with 
the vital elements of earth 
and water. The festival is 
filled with seasonal flow- 
ers on street corners, 
women folk dancing with 
joy and gaiety, and family 
reunions; and whereas, 
during the first week of 
October 2024, the Char- 
lotte Telugu language 
speaking community of 


Telangana State of India 
from across the State of 
North Carolina and across 
our great nation will col- 
lectively celebrate 
Bathukamma Panduga: 
Therefore I, Vi Alexander 
Lyles, Mayor of Charlotte, 
do hereby proclaim Octo- 
ber 3-1, 2024 as 
“Bathukamma, a flower 
festival, and Telangana 
Heritage Week,” the 
proclamation read. 

According to social 
media posts by the (GTA- 
Charlotte, the proclama- 
tion signed by Mayor Vi 
Alexander Lyles highlights 
the vibrant contribution of 
the Telugu-speaking com- 
munity and the rich diver- 
sity of Telangana. 

In May last year, the city 
issued a proclamation to 
observe May 28, 2023, as 
Telugu Heritage Day. 
Mayor Vi Alexander Lyles 
that Telugu was one of the 
most longest-surviving 
ethnic languages, dating 
back as early as the 10th 
century BCE, and was one 
of the six ‘Classical Lan- 
guages’ designated by In- 
dian Government. 


for the completion of the 
priority projects. Ensuring 
fair compensation and 
proper resettlement for af- 
fected families has also 
turned into a complex and 
sensitive issue. In this back- 
drop, it may be an uphill task 
to complete them within 
one year. There is consider- 
able resistance from local 
communities that are reluc- 
tant to give up their land, 
even with compensation. 
Their resistance, it is feared, 
may further complicate the 
land acquisition process. 


Govt plans ITs in all 
Assembly constituencies 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


With the Industrial Training 
Institutes (ITIs) playing a 
crucial role in equipping 
youth with practical skills 
and enhancing their em- 
ployability, the State gov- 
ernment is reportedly plan- 
ning to set up at least one 
ITI in each Assembly con- 
stituency in the State. 
Currently, 65 ITIs are 
functioning in the State, and 
the government is preparing 
to set up another 40 of them 
in a phased manner. A sur- 
vey conducted by the 
Labour and Employment 
Department revealed that 
there were no government 
ITIs in 64 constituencies of 
the total 119 in the State. The 
initiative to set up ITIs in 


every Assembly  con- 
stituency was being taken 
up at the request of MLAs. 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy reportedly told offi- 
cials to start the process of 
setting up ITIs on a war 
footing. The government 
has plans to start these ITIs 
from next academic year. 

The State government 
has plans to develop ITIs as 
a one-stop solution wherein 
students will not only get 
training in courses designed 
especially for the job market 
but also get employment 
and self-employment op- 
portunities under one roof, 
the officials said. 

The State government 
has already allocated Rs 
2,324 crore to upgrade 65 
ITIs to Advanced Technol- 
ogy Centres (ATCs) to meet 


the growing needs of indus- 
tries. The government en- 
tered into a 10-year MoU 
with Tata Technologies 
Limited to upgrade 65 ITIs 
into ATCs in the State. 

The government is plan- 
ning to introduce Industry 
4.0 courses in these ATCs, 
including long-term and 
short-term programmes and 
bridge courses to meet in- 
dustrial skill demands, as 
part of this initiative. Some 
of the cutting-edge courses 
include Product Design De- 
velopment, Advanced Man- 
ufacturing, IoT Digital In- 
strumentation, Process 
Control Automation, Addi- 
tive Manufacturing, Modern 
Automotive Maintenance, 
Prototyping Industrial Ro- 
botics, AI-Based Virtual 
Welding and Painting. 


HYDRAA damaging realty 
erowth in State, says Bandi 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Criticising the action of the 
Hyderabad Disaster Re- 
sponse and Assets Protec- 
tion Authority (HYDRAA), 
Union Minister of State for 
Home Bandi Sanjay alleged 
that the unilateral decisions 
being taken by the agency 
were not only affecting the 
people but had done im- 
mense damage to the real 


estate and housing sector in 
the State. 

Speaking to the media on 
Sunday, Sanjay said due to 
the actions of HYDRAA, 
the entire real estate busi- 
ness in the State had col- 
lapsed and that no company 
was coming forward to in- 
vest in the State. Despite 
opposition from people and 
political parties, the State 
government was continuing 
the demolition drive, caus- 


ing immense losses and 
mental agony to people, he 
alleged. 

“When people are suffer- 
ing, it is the duty of the gov- 
ernment to look into the 
issue and find a solution. 
But the Chief Minister is not 
listening to the pleas of the 
people and going ahead 
with demolition. This will 
prove counterproductive 
for Congress and lead to its 
downfall,” he warned. 


A man casts a net to catch fish at Durgam Cheruvu in Hyderabad on Sunday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 
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YouTuber 
booked for 


sexual assault 


STATE BUREAU 
Jagtial 


A female folk singer and 
writer lodged a complaint 
against folk singer and 
YouTuber Mallik Teja 
with the Jagtial Town po- 
lice, accusing him of abus- 
ing her sexually. 

According to the police, 
a resident of Chinnapur of 
Buggram mandal, Sin- 
garapu Mallesham alias SV 
Mallik Teja started a 
YouTube channel along 
with the woman. In her 
complaint, the woman said 
she used to write and sing 
songs for the channel, 
which became popular 
over a period of time. 

Teja, who used to give 
only a small amount to her 
by taking a major share, al- 
legedly abused her sexu- 
ally several times by emo- 
tionally blackmailing her, 
she alleged, adding that 
after this, she started an- 
other channel and was 
staying away from him 
during the last two years. 
Teja, who was forcing her 
to marry him, forced her to 
fulfil his desire at MV Music 
studio on August 25, 2024. 
However, she managed to 
escape from the studio. A 
case was registered. 


Pandavula Gutta 
to be tourist hub 


STATE BUREAU 
Bhupalpally 


Bhupalpally Collector 
Rahul Sharma said Pan- 
davula Gutta, an ancient hill 
range known for rock paint- 
ings by early man, would be 
developed as a prominent 
tourist destination. 

The Collector, who vis- 
ited Pandavula Gutta along 
with SP Kiran Khare on 
Sunday, said steps would be 
taken to develop infrastruc- 
ture, roads, parking, resorts 
and other facilities for the 
convenience of tourists. 
The development of Pan- 
davula Gutta and surround- 
ing areas as tourist destina- 
tion would create 
employment opportunities 
for the youth of the area, he 
said. 

Efforts would be made to 
develop special packages to 
attract tourists from not 
only the State but across the 
country, he said, adding that 
plans would be made to in- 
clude guide _ services, 
trekking and cultural activ- 
ities in the special package. 
Already trekking and rock 
climbing are going on at the 
Pandavula Gutta, he added. 

Earlier, the then Collector 
Amrapali Kata tried to pro- 
mote Pandavula Gutta as a 


tourist destination by par- 
ticipating in the rock climb- 
ing event. Due to her efforts, 
some activities, including 
night camping, trekking and 
bird-watching events were 
organised in the Devunoor 
forest area. However, after 
she was transferred, her 
successors did not take 
much interest in continuing 
the efforts. 

The Pandavula Gutta was 
discovered by K Ramakr- 
ishna Rao, an official of the 
Department of Archaeology 
and Museums in Hyderabad 
in 1990. Pandavula Gutta 
has been recognised as the 
sole geo-heritage site by the 
Central government. 

Using carbon dating tech- 
niques and studying the de- 
pictions of the rock paint- 
ings found in the caves of 
these hillocks at 13 different 
places, archaeologists ob- 
served that these caves date 
back to the Mesolithic era 
(middle stone age) and are 
about 4,000-2,500 million 
years old. 

The caves are adorned 
with figures of humans, ani- 
mals and other symbols on 
the walls and ceilings of 
caves, rock shelters and iso- 
lated boulders. The caves 
also have rock art paintings 
depicting wildlife. 


Headmaster 
booked under 
POCSO Act in 
Khammam 


STATE BUREAU 


Khammam 


A government school 
headmaster was booked 
under the Protection Of 
Children from Sexual Of- 
fences (POCSO) Act for 


allegedly § misbehaving 
with girl students in 
Paladugu in Wyra mandal 


in the district. 

The headmaster Chava 
Srinivasa Rao was booked 
after the girl students 
from Classes 8, 9 and 10 
complained to their par- 
ents about his misbehav- 
iour and the parents along 
with the villagers staged a 
protest on Saturday. DEO 
E Somasekhara Sharma 
and CI Nunawath Sagar 
reached the school and 
spoke to the parents. The 
parents demanded the 
suspension of the head- 
master responding to 
which the DEO assured 
them that an inquiry 
would be conducted and 
action would be taken 
against him.Based on the 
complaint, CI Sagar regis- 
tered a case against head- 
master under the SC/ST 
Act besides the POCSO 
Act. The accused was said 
to be absconding. 
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Celebrating 
democracy 


nviting foreign diplomats to observe the ongo- 
ing Assembly elections in Jammu & Kashmir 
marks a strategic shift in India’s approach and 
reflects its confidence in ensuring fair demo- 
cratic governance in a region with a long history of 
terrorist violence. The country can justifiably take 
pride in the fact that the polls in the strife-torn region 
are not only being held in a free and fair manner but 
have also been largely peaceful. The diplomats from 
15 countries are getting to witness India’s transparent 
electoral process. The elections, being held after a 
gap of ten years, are history in the making. The val- 
leys and the mountains, which had once witnessed 
fear amid poll boycott calls by militant groups, are 
now taking part in the democratic festivities. This is 
the first Assembly election being conducted after the 
abrogation of Article 370, ending special status to 
J&K, over five years ago. The voter turnout has been 
very encouraging — 61% in the first phase and 57% in 
the second. The third phase of polling will take place 
on October 1, followed by counting of votes on Octo- 
ber 8. The three districts of Rajouri, Poonch and 
Reasi, closer to the Line of 
Control (LoC) and a hub 
for terror attacks this year, 
saw long queues outside 
polling stations. Unlike in 
the past, there were no 
election boycott calls from 
militant groups nor was 
there any attempt to dis- 
rupt voting. There is a 
growing desire among the 
people to actively engage in 
shaping their future. 

In the recent Lok Sabha elections too, many enthu- 
siastic voters queued up at the polling booths to exer- 
cise their franchise. The incident-free voting signals 
public faith in the electoral process. This is despite 
considerable anger over the Centre’s decision to con- 
vert the State into a union Territory. The elections in 
J&K are not just a domestic affair as they hold inter- 
national significance, particularly in the light of a 
long history of cross-border terrorism nurtured by 
Pakistan. The international community has fre- 
quently raised concerns about the human rights situ- 
ation in the region, especially following the 2019 de- 
cision to revoke Article 370. By showcasing a 
peaceful and organised election, New Delhi seeks to 
address these concerns head-on and present Kashmir 
as aregion moving towards stability and develop- 
ment under its governance. This decision also fits 
into a broader pattern of increasing international en- 
gagement in Kashmir. Hosting diplomats is not an 
isolated event; it follows the high-profile G20 tourism 
meeting held in the region last year. These steps indi- 
cate that India is keen on projecting an image of 
Kashmir as a key part of its national fabric, rather 
than a region in turmoil. By allowing diplomats to 
witness the election, India seeks to counter interna- 
tional narratives that might be overly focused on the 
conflict and highlight that democratic processes are 
alive and functioning in the Valley. 


By allowing 
diplomats to 
witness the 
election, New 


Delhi seeks to 
present Kashmir 
as aregion 
moving towards 
stability 


VIEWPOINT 


66 We are setting 
the narrative 
and the BUP Is forced to 
reply to the questions 
we are asking. They 
also realise that they are 
now fighting, at best, 

to have a dignified 
defeat in Haryana 


The way ahead is to 
provide children living 
with disabilities an 
unconditional platform 
that allows them to 
elevate themselves their 
individual experiences 
on an equal basis with 
other children 


HYDERABAD, Monday, September 30, 2024 


The world stands 
fractious, polarised 
and frustrated. 
Conversations have 
become difficult. This 
iS Surely not what the 
founders of the UN 


would have 
99 


wanted of us 


SACHIN PILOT 
Congress leader 


JUSTICE BV NAGARATHNA 
Supreme Court judge 


S JAISHANKAR 
External Affairs Minister 


Mining green with e-trucks 


Transition to 
cleaner operations 
is crucial to align 
India’s goals 
internationally 

to combat global 
warming 


BQ 


RAJKIRAN AMARTYA AWASTHI, 
BILOLIKAR PAVANKUMAR 
PARNANDI 


ining contributes signifi- 

cantly to greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions both 

through operations and 
fugitive emissions of gases such as 
methane in certain mineral extraction 
processes. The US Environment Pro- 
tection Agency ranked India to be third 
in global emissions from coal mining 
with emissions estimated to be 22 
MtCO2e in 2020, and expected to dou- 
ble by 2050 to 45 MtCO2e. 

Within mining operations, emissions 
from haulage operations, contribute 
more than 35% to the emissions as per a 
study by McKinsey and Company in an 
iron-ore mine in Australia. Typically, 
haulage operations in open cast mines 
involve the use of large mine haul 
trucks — Heavy Earth Moving Machin- 
ery (HEMM) dumpers. Ground-level 
research done by the authors at an open 
cast mine in Telangana indicated that 
100-tonne and 165-tonne Gross Vehicle 
Weight (GVW) HEMM dumpers con- 
tribute in the range of 180-370 tonnes 
and 450-650 tonnes of annual carbon- 
di-oxide emissions respectively. 


The Benefits 

Mining sites typically employ hun- 
dreds of such vehicles for continuous 
operations and there are heavier cate- 
gory HEMM dumpers (200-600 tonne 
GVW) in use both in India and globally 
that have much higher fuel consump- 
tion and emissions patterns. Therefore, 
the benefits of adopting Zero-tailpipe 
Emission Trucks (ZET's) such as Bat- 
tery Electric Trucks (BETs) or Fuel- 
cell Electric Trucks (FCETs) are im- 
mense. Battery-operated vehicles have 
seen more technological advancements 
and maturity in the market over the 
past couple of years, thereby present- 
ing the best technology pathway today. 
BETs result in a significant reduction in 
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emissions of carbon dioxide and other 
harmful pollutants that contribute to 
climate change. 

Research done by the International 
Council on Clean Transportation 
(ICCT) has indicated that even with 
the current mix of energy in the grid 
(both fossil and clean fuels), BET's are 
significantly lower in the complete life- 
cycle (cradle to grave) emissions that 
includes battery replacement as well, 
vis-a-vis diesel counterparts. 


Several Challenges 

Transitioning to cleaner operations of 
mining haul trucks is crucial for align- 
ing India’s goals and commitments in- 
ternationally to combat global warm- 
ing. However, despite the enthusiasm 
around sustainability, several chal- 
lenges hinder the widespread adoption 
of ZETs in haulage operations of India’s 
mining sector. Established market play- 
ers may not be early adopters of these 
technologies, discouraging mining op- 
erators from making the shift. 

Further, coal remains India’s primary 
energy source, and demand is expected 
to peak between 2030 and 2035, adding 
complexity to the efforts to overhaul 
such a large and vital mineral haulage 
process within a mine with unproven 
technologies that could have direct im- 
plications on the commercial viability 
of operations. Companies transitioning 
from diesel are also exploring hydro- 
gen and fuel cell alternatives as viable 
options, further complicating decision- 
making on the pathway that must be 
taken for adopting sustainable tech- 
nologies. 

To understand global trends, a team 
led by the authors at the Centre for En- 
ergy Studies at the Administrative Staff 
College of India (ASCD, along with 
partners, led research for more than a 
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year to understand the role of both 
non-HEMM and HEMM mine haul 
trucks in mining freight operations. A 
detailed report was launched capturing 
various international and domestic ef- 
forts in transitioning such mining haul 
trucks to ZETs, including select mining 
case studies. 


Pilot Studies 

Further, India’s mining industry is piv- 
otal to its economic progress, supply- 
ing crucial raw materials for key sec- 
tors like steel, cement and power 
generation. The volumes of coal mined 
in India for example, are the largest 
among various minerals. Any efforts, 
therefore, to consider transitioning to 
cleaner operations cannot be imposed 
without real-world and on-ground pilot 
studies into the viability of new tech- 
nology adoption. 

To realise an on-ground pilot, the 
team carried out feasibility studies on 
available pathways for transitioning 
various mining equipment (tippers, 
dumpers, mining drills) to zero-emis- 
sion alternatives at a large open cast 
mining site in Telangana. This was 
made possible through in-depth studies 
of vehicle usage patterns, equipment 
data collection and site topography. 

Some challenges for the proposed 
pilot have been the lack of a significant 


Coal remains India’s 
primary energy source, and 
the demand is expected to 
peak between 2030 and 
2035, which could hinder 
haulage process 


number of available models in the 
HEMM dumper category in India, be- 
ginning with, for example, 60-tonne 
and 100-tonne payloads. A large num- 
ber of companies in India have 
launched BET tippers in the non- 
HEMM category. 

The team thus opted for retrofitting 
an old-end-of-life HEMM dumper 
along with technology partners. Cru- 
cially, what is essential for any pilot im- 
plementing mining organisation to 
consider is the viability gap funding 
needed to adopt any new technology or 
product developed, a significant step in 
addressing the commercial challenges 
of this transition. 

For this, efforts are being steered by 
ASCI to bring together partners to de- 
velop a robust understanding of the 
technical and commercial require- 
ments for the pilot. 

Globally too there are efforts under- 
way to gradually replace mining haul 
HEMM dumpers with ZETs in a phased 
manner. Various original equipment 
manufacturers, for example, are mak- 
ing efforts to pilot or have already pi- 
loted heavy-duty BETs, FCETs and hy- 
brid powertrain HEMM dumpers. 
Several mining companies have al- 
ready begun transitioning to electric 
and hybrid vehicles, setting examples 
for the Indian mining industry. 

The transition to zero emission vehi- 
cles reduces the industry’s reliance on 
fossil fuels, lowering fuel expenses, en- 
hancing energy security by decreasing 
dependence on imported oil and lower- 
ing import bills for the country. Beyond 
GHG reduction, the elimination of 
diesel exhaust would lead to cleaner air 
within and around mines, improving 
air quality and reducing respiratory 
diseases like asthma and Chronic Ob- 
structive Pulmonary Disease. 

Further, the quieter and smoother 
operation of electric motors would 
contribute to a healthier working envi- 
ronment for miners. This shift can also 
foster a more positive relationship be- 
tween mining companies and local 
communities. In addition to environ- 
mental benefits, ZET's would offer eco- 
nomic advantages for mining compa- 
nies. Electric motors have fewer 
moving parts than traditional diesel en- 
gines, translating into lower mainte- 
nance costs and less downtime for min- 
ing operations. Regenerative braking 
technology in ZETs would allow for 
energy recapture, improving overall 
energy efficiency. 

In the long term, this shift can lead to 
lower fuel costs, offering financial ben- 
efits to mining companies. Overall, the 
future of the mining industry is set to 
become increasingly electrified, driven 
by the need for cleaner, more efficient 
and sustainable mining operations. 


(Rajkiran Bilolikar is Professor 

and Director, Amartya Awasthi and 
Pavan Kumar Parnandi are 

Assistant Professors, Centre for Energy 
Studies, Administrative Staff College 
of India, Hyderabad) 


country for hosting this im- 
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Letters to the 


Editor 
Just not cricket! 


The once-famous Green 
Park Cricket Stadium, Kan- 
pur, seems to be making 
headlines for non-cricket- 
ing reasons. A few days 
prior to the 2nd India- 
Bangladesh Test match, 
Balcony ‘C’ was declared 
unsafe for a full-capacity 
crowd by the UP Public 
Works Department. Then 
the UP Cricket Association 
requisitioned the services 
of the ‘Indian grey langurs’ 
and their trained handlers 
to keep monkeys from run- 
ning amok at the ground. 
Looking at the unsatisfac- 
tory state of affairs, one 
wonders why this stadium 
was chosen over 28 other 
approved centres in the 


Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com 


portant fixture. Isn’t it im- 
portant to prioritise the 
safety concerns of the pay- 
ing cricket-crazy public, the 
players, the support staff, 
the umpires and the assem- 
bled scribes? 


AMIT BANERJEE, 
New Delhi 


Some concerns 


The SC’s recent ruling clari- 
fies that viewing or storing 
child sexual exabusive mate- 
rial is a punishable offence 
under the POCSO Act. Also, 
what measures will be im- 
plemented to ensure compli- 
ance from social media? The 
call for comprehensive sex 
education is essential; how 
soon can we expect these 
programmes to be inte- 
grated into our educational 
system? 

ANSHU BHARTI, 


Begusarai 


artoon Today 


hotspot si 


@ Dhaka Tribune 


India needs to understand friendship 


Amit Shah’s threats to deal with Bangladeshi “infiltra- 
tors” — once the BJP forms a government in Jharkhand 
— by hanging them upside down, crosses the line of what 
is considered acceptable rhetoric. 


@ Al Jazeera 


The rise of new Delhi CM Atishi 


Atishi, the legislator and spokesperson of AAP, through 
most of her life, had carried a curious last name: “Mar- 
lena”, a portmanteau of philosopher Karl Marx and the 
man who built the first communist state, Vladimir Lenin. 


@ France 24 


Tackling waste with creative upcycling 


At a bustling workshop north of New Delhi, artisan Ram 
Babu turns a discarded cigarette packet into a papier 
mache candle. Babu is among scores of people with dis- 
abilities who have been trained to turn “trash to cash”. 


Printed and Published by Damodar Rao Divakonda, on behalf of Telangana Publications Pvt. Ltd., Printed At Telangana Publications Pvt Ltd, H.Nos. 9-87/3, 9-87/3/1, Thumkunta Muncipality, Dist. Medchal-500078. 
Published at Telangana Publications Pvt. Ltd, #8-2-603/1/7,8,9, Krishnapuram, Road No. 10, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad-500034, Telangana State. Editor: Koothuru Sreenivas Reddy. Ph: +91 40 2329 1999, Toll Free: 1800 425 3666. RNI No. TELENG/2016/70426. 


‘ep 
Se 
TelanganaToday 


Monday 
September 30, 2024 
HYDERABAD 


Q7 


KOLKATA 
Floods in 
W Bengal 
V 


West Bengal Chief Min- 
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Sunday described 
the flood situation in 
the northern districts 
as "alarming" and 
claimed that the state 
has been deprived of 
central assistance to 
deal with the natural 
calamity. She said her 
government was deal- 
ing with the deluge on 
a war footing. "North 
Bengal is reeling under 
flood. Several places 
are marooned, the 
Chief Minister said. 


MUZAFFARNAGAR 
Non-veg food 
opposed 

V 


Hundreds of Hindu ac- 
tivists on Sunday, 
staged dharna outside 
a nonveg hotel and de- 
manded closure of all 
such hotels and restau- 
rants near temples at 
Thanabhawan town in 
Shami district. 

The protest led by Ma- 
hant Swami Yashvir 
Maharaj of Yog Sadhan 
Ashram Bhagra was 
later postponed for one 
week on the assurance 
of district authorities 
on the matter. 


News from 


NATION 


J&K poll campaign ends 


Stakes high for BJP, Congress, NC and PDP; Polling in 40 Assembly segments 


PTI 
JAMMU/SRINAGAR 


The intense campaigning 
for the third and final phase 
of polling in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly election 
concluded on Sunday 
evening, with major political 
parties, particularly the BJP, 
Congress, NC and PDP, en- 
gaging in fierce exchanges 
over critical issues, includ- 
ing Pakistan, Article 370, ter- 
rorism and reservation. 

Voting for this crucial 
phase, covering 40 Assem- 
bly segments across seven 
districts — Jammu, Udham- 
pur, Samba and Kathua in 
the Jammu region and Bara- 
mulla, Bandipora and Kup- 
wara in north Kashmir — is 
scheduled for October 1. 
The electoral fate of 415 can- 
didates, including former 
deputy chief ministers Tara 
Chand (Congress) and 
Muzaffar Beig, are at stake in 
this phase. 

The voter turnout was ro- 
bust in the earlier phases, 
with 61.38 per cent partici- 
pation recorded in the first 
phase on September 18 and 
57.31 per cent in the second 
phase on September 26. 
This is the first Assembly 
election in Jammu and Kash- 
mir since the abrogation of 
Article 370 of the Constitu- 
tion in August 2019, with the 
results set to be announced 
on October 8. Prime Minis- 
ter Narendra Modi spear- 
headed the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s (BJP) campaign, em- 
phasising the party’s initia- 
tives over the last 10 years to 
address what he described 
as “decades of injustice and 


DOcTORS SEEK JUSTICE 


Kashmiri Shiite Muslims shout anti-Israel and anti-US slogans during a protest against the killing of 
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, in Srinagar on Sunday. — Photo: AP 


historic discrimination”. 

His remarks at a rally at 
the M A M Stadium were 
aimed at galvanising sup- 
port for the BJP in the 
party’s traditional strong- 
hold, asserting that the 
union Territory status for 
Jammu and Kashmir is 
merely “temporary” and 
promising restoration of 
statehood. 

The BJP achieved its best 
poll performance in Jammu 
and Kashmir in the 2014 As- 
sembly election, winning 18 
seats from the four Jammu 
districts and securing a total 
of 25 seats. 

Historically, the saffron 
party has never won any As- 
sembly seat in the Kashmir 
valley. Senior BJP leaders, 


including Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Defence Minis- 
ter Rajnath Singh and party 
president J P Nadda, have 
actively campaigned, accus- 
ing the Congress, National 
Conference (NC) and Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) of pursuing a “Pak- 
istani agenda” and fostering 
terrorism — a claim vehe- 
mently denied by these par- 
ties. Congress leaders, in- 
cluding party president 
Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, have also 
campaigned __ vigorously, 
promising to restore state- 
hood in Jammu and Kashmir 
and provide a “people- 
friendly” government in a 
coalition with the NC. 


Junior doctors participate in torch rally, demanding justice for the trainee doctor, a victim of rape and murder, in Kolkata on Sunday. 


CHANDIGARH 


Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah hit out at the Congress 
in poll-bound Haryana on 
Sunday, alleging that Rahul 
Gandhi’s election guaran- 
tees have come a cropper in 
States, such as Himachal 
Pradesh and Karnataka, 


o 


Rahul's poll guarantees flopped, says Shah 


where the grand old party is 
in power. Addressing a poll 
rally in Gurugram’s Bad- 
shahpur, Shah said the Con- 
gress makes tall promises at 
the time of elections. But it 
does not fulfil those prom- 
ises, he said, adding that 
Gandhi’s guarantees have 
“come a cropper” in Hi- 


machal Pradesh, Karnataka 
and Telangana. The 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
does not make a promise 
that it cannot honour, Shah 
said. “Rahul baba and com- 
pany cannot undertake de- 
velopment” and it is the 
“double-engine” govern- 
ment that will ensure 


Haryana’s development, he 
said, referring to the BJP 
being in power both at the 
Centre and in the state. “We 
will secure the country’s 
borders, we will protect 
reservations and never 
allow Article 370 (of the 
Constitution) to return,” he 
said. 


Following a disappointing 
performance in the 2014 
election — when the Con- 
gress failed to win any seat 
from the Jammu districts — 
there is hope for a stronger 
show by the party this time, 
buoyed by anti-incumbency 
sentiments against the BJP. 

The NC and the PDP, led 
by former Chief Ministers 
Faroog Abdullah, Omar Ab- 
dullah and Mehbooba Mufti, 
have also intensified their 
outreach efforts, criticising 
the BJP for an uptick in ter- 
ror incidents in Jammu over 
the last three years. Omar 
Abdullah challenged the 
BJP’s narrative, suggesting 
that by blaming the opposi- 
tion, they absolve Pakistan 
of accountability. 


Kharge 
becomes 
unwell during 
speech 


JASROTA: Congress presi- 
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
became unwell while ad- 
dressing a public rally on 
Sunday in the Jasrota belt 
of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kathua district. 

After receiving medical 
attention, Kharge said he is 
“not going to die” before 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is removed from the 
power. Congress leaders 
said Kharge’s health im- 
proved after a check-up by 
doctors. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi spoke to the Con- 
gress president later in the 
day to enquire about his 
health. In a post on X, his 
son Priyank Kharge said, 
“Congress President Sri 
@kharge felt slightly un- 
well while addressing a 
public meeting in Jasrota, 
Jammu & Kashmir. He has 
been checked upon by his 
medical team and apart 
from slightly low blood 
pressure, he is doing well. 
Extremely grateful for 
everyone’s concern. His 
resolve, along with peo- 
ple’s good wishes, keeps 
him going strong.” 

Kharge fell ill while he 
was paying tribute in his 
speech to a head constable 
who was killed in an ongo- 
ing operation with terror- 
ists in Kathua. pri 


Laddu row: 
Jagan takes on 
Naidu again 


Questions AP CM’s claims on 
ghee adulteration 


AMARAVATI 


Former Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister Y S Jagan- 
mohan Reddy has again 
questioned the claims by 
Chief Minister N Chan- 
drababu Naidu that adulter- 
ated ghee was used to make 
Tirupati laddus when YSR 
Congress Party was in 
power. 

On Sunday, the YSR Con- 
gress Party Chief said that 
the statements of the Exec- 
utive Officer (EO) of Tiru- 
mala Tirupati Devasthanam 
(TTD) appointed by Chan- 
drababu Naidu’s govern- 
ment debunk TDP Presi- 
dent’s claims. “What is the 
meaning of this? Is this evi- 
dence not enough,” asked 
Jaganmohan Reddy to the 
Chief Minister in a post on 
‘X’. “Satyameva Jayate,” 
added Jaganmohan Reddy. 
The former Chief Minister 
posted videos of the state- 
ments made by Naidu and 
TTD EO Shyamala Rao 
since July 18 when the TDP 
chief first claimed that ani- 
mal fat was present in the 
ghee used for making laddu 
‘prasadam’ at Sri 
Venkateswara temple. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy cited 
the TTD EO’s statement of 
July 23. Rao had said that 
TTD found vegetable fat 
mixed in the ghee and re- 
jected two tankers. On Sep- 


tember 18, CM Naidu al- 
leged that animal fat was 
used instead of ghee in 
laddu preparation. Two 
days after CM Naidu’s alle- 
gation, the TTD EO madea 
statement. “After discover- 
ing that the ghee was adul- 
terated, we rejected and 
sent four tankers back,” Rao 
said. The YSR Congress 
president also cited another 
statement made by CM 
Naidu on September 22. He 
had maintained that four 
tankers had already arrived 
and the ghee from them was 
used. After Jagan Mohan 
Reddy addressed a press 
conference on Friday, ac- 
cusing CM Naidu of “tar- 
nishing” the sanctity of 
Tirumala with his false alle- 
gation, the Chief Minister 
said, “We used the ghee, but 
the exact details of where it 
was used are irrelevant.” 
The YSR Congress leader 
also posted a video from his 
press conference to reiter- 
ate the allegation against 
Chief Minister Naidu. 
“What happened during the 
so-called controversy on 


laddus? Chandrababu 
Naidu has lowered Tiru- 
mala Tirupati Dev- 


asthanam’s reputation. The 
pride of our laddus has been 
diminished. He intention- 
ally planted a seed of doubt 
that laddus were not good 
to eat,” he said. ians 


Kerala MLA 
booked for 
‘inciting terror’ 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


Kerala Police have regis- 
tered an FIR against inde- 
pendent MLA P V Anvar 
on the charges of leaking 
telephone calls of top offi- 
cials in the State, including 
senior police officers, to 
“incite terror”. The case 
was registered based on a 
complaint filed by a person 
Thomas K Peeliyanikkal. 
The FIR states that Anvar 
allegedly leaked the tele- 
phone call details of senior 
police officers of the State 
and published these in vi- 
sual media and other plat- 
forms to “incite terror and 
violence”. It comes ahead 
of Anvar’s scheduled pub- 
lic address in his Assembly 
constituency of Nilambur 
explaining the reasons for 
his outbursts against State 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi- 
jayan, CM’s Political secre- 
tary P Sasi and ADGP Law 
and Order M R Ajith 
Kumar. After Anvar’s pub- 
lic outbursts, Chief Minis- 
ter Vijayan and the CPI-M 
distanced from him and the 
CPI-M State secretary MV 
Govindan told media per- 
sons that the party will 
henceforth have no associ- 
ation with Anvar. 

The police have slapped 
charges under section 192 
of Bharatiya Nyaya San- 
hita. er 


Health scheme: States told to enroll senior citizens 


NEW DELHI 


The union Health Ministry 
has asked all States and 
union Territories to facili- 
tate the enrolment of all eli- 
gible senior citizens aged 70 
years and above to enable 
them to avail the benefits of 
the Ayushman Bharat health 
insurance scheme. Ina letter 
sent to the States and UTs, 
union Health Ministry Addi- 
tional Secretary L S 
Changsan said that a sepa- 
rate module has been cre- 
ated in mobile phone appli- 
cation (Ayushman App) and 
in web 
portal(beneficiary.nha.gov.i 

n) for enrolment of those 
senior citizens who would 
like to avail the benefits 


The only eligibility criteria for availing 
benefits under the scheme would be at- 
tainment of age of 70 years or above by 


the individual 


under the scheme. “De- 
sirous senior citizens would 
have to apply on this portal 
or app. A distinct Ayushman 
card will be issued to all eli- 
gible senior citizens with the 
age 70 years and above for 
both existing and new fami- 
lies,” she said in a recent let- 
ter. The registration for all 
eligible senior citizens aged 
70 years and above will be 
application- based only and 
that enrolment will be a con- 
tinuous process, allowing 


registration throughout the 
year. “The scheme is to be 
rolled out shortly,” 
Changsan said. 

The only eligibility crite- 
ria for availing benefits 
under the scheme would be 
attainment of age of 70 years 
or above by the individual. 
This would be determined 
on the basis of the age 
recorded in Aadhaar. As per 
prevailing practice, Aadhaar 
would be the only document 
required for enrolment. The 


beneficiaries with other 
Central and State govern- 
ment health insurance 
schemes will be given a one- 
time option to choose be- 
tween their current scheme 
or the AB PMJAY scheme to 
avoid duplication. 

Senior citizens of the age 
70 years and above holding 
active private health insur- 
ance policies or senior citi- 
zens of the age 70 years and 
above who are beneficiaries 
of the Employees’ State In- 
surance scheme would also 
be eligible to avail benefits 
under the extended scheme, 
the additional secretary in- 
formed. “An additional 
shared top-up cover of up to 
25 lakh per year will be pro- 
vided for the senior citizens 


aged 70 years and above in 
families already covered 
under AB PM-JAY. This top- 
up cover up to a total of 5 
lakh will be provided for 
treatment of senior citizens 
if the other members have 
utilized full or part of the 
original family wallet. “Fur- 
ther if senior citizens (of the 
age 70 years and above) uti- 
lize full or part of the origi- 
nal family wallet of 5 lakh, 
other members of the family 
will be provided a top-up 
cover up to Rs 5 lakh,” she 
said. “A shared cover of Rs 5 
lakh per family per year will 
be available for senior citi- 
zens in families not cur- 
rently covered under AB 
PM-JAY. This cover will be 
exclusive to senior citizens. 


Kuki militants kidnap 
3 youths, one rescued 


IMPHAL 


Suspected Kuki militants 
kidnapped three youths be- 
longing to the Meitai com- 
munity in Manipur while 
the Army rescued one of the 
captives on Sunday and the 
remaining two still are in 
the captivity of the extrem- 
ists, police said. 

A police official said that 
armed Kuki militants kid- 
naped the three youths 
while they were en route to 
attend an Army recruitment 
examination at New Kei- 
thelmanbi in Imphal West 
district on Saturday after- 
noon. The Army during a 
search operation rescued 
one of the youths Ningom- 
bam Johnson Singh on Sun- 


day while two other youths 
— Oinam Thoithoi Singh 
and Thokchom Thoithoiba 
Singh — were still in the 
captivity of Kuki militants 
in unknown locations. All 
three youths are residents 
of Thoubal districts. Local 
online media reported that 
following the youths abduc- 
tion, Kuki groups allegedly 
uploaded posts on social 
media claiming to have cap- 
tured three individuals, fur- 
ther causing concern 
among the families and 
Meitai community. In re- 
sponse to the incident, a 
public meeting was held 
morning at Thoubal Khek- 
man Jila Keithel, where a 
Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) was formed. 


Cops recover 
television from 
Naxal dump 


SUKMA 


Ina possible first, police on 
Sunday recovered a televi- 
sion set from a Maoist 
dump in Sukma district in 
Chhattisgarh, a senior offi- 
cial said. The television, 
made by electronics firm 
BPL, was recovered in the 
morning in a forested hill 
near Danteshpuram village 
under Bheji police station 
limits when security forces 
were on an anti-Naxalite 
operation, Bastar Range In- 
spector General of Police 
Sundarraj said. A muzzle 
loading gun, one tiffin 
bomb, pressure IED 
switch, 49 syringes, mobile 
chargers, banners and lit- 
erature as well as medi- 
cines were also found. 


Out on bail, Senthil inducted 
into Stalin Cabinet again 


CHENNAI 


High-profile DMK leader V 
Senthil Balaji, who was days 
ago granted bail by the 
Supreme Court in a money 
laundering case, was sworn 
in as minister by Tamil 
Nadu Governor R N Ravi 
here on Sunday. Notably, 
48-year-old Senthil Balaji 
has been assigned the same 
key portfolio of ‘electricity, 
non-conventional energy 
development, prohibition & 
excise,’ which he held previ- 
ously in the Stalin cabinet. 

Three other DMK legisla- 
tors, Govi Chezhiaan 
(Thiruvidaimarudur), R Ra- 
jendran (Salem-North) and 
SM Nasar (Avadi) also took 
oath of office and secrecy 
administered by Governor 
Ravi in a simple ceremony 
held at the Raj Bhavan. 

They were sworn-in in 
the presence of Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K Stalin 
and his son Udhayanidhi, 
who had already been desig- 
nated as Deputy Chief Min- 
ister. 

Govi Cheziaan has been 
allotted Higher Education 
including technical educa- 
tion, electronics, science 
and technology, which was 
previously held by K Pon- 
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin with V Senthil Balaji at the 
swearing-in ceremony in Chennai on Sunday. 


mudy (now Minister for 
Forests). Soft-spoken Chezi- 
aan (58), a native of Than- 
javur district, is an orator, 
party office-bearer and chief 
government whip, before he 
was appointed Minister. 

A three-time MLA, he was 
first elected in 2011. Rajen- 
dran (65) has been allotted 
the Tourism portfolio. Also, 
known as Salem Rajendran, 
he is a party worker since 


his student days and has 
held various party positions, 
including in the youth wing. 
The ED had arrested 
Senthil Balaji, representing 
Karur Assembly  con- 
stituency, on June 14, 2023, 
in a money laundering case 
linked to a cash for jobs 
scam when he was transport 
Minister during the previ- 
ous AIADMK regime. Balaji, 
joined the DMK in 2018. pr: 
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CHHATARPUR (MP) 
Foresters 
attacked 

V 


Illegal sand miners at- 
tacked forest officials 
and fled with two trac- 
tor-trolleys loaded with 
the construction mate- 
rial that the team had 
seized in Madhya 
Pradesh's Chhatarpur 
district, an official said 
on Sunday. 

The incident took place 
on Saturday in the 
Bada Malhera area 
within the jurisdiction 
of Gulganj police sta- 
tion. Forest Range Offi- 
cer Rajendra Pastor 
said they received in- 
formation about illegal 
sand mining under the 
Bhartoli forest beat. 
However they were at- 
tacked. 


NEW DELHI 
Piyush Goyal 
for US 

bv 


Union Commerce and 
Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal is set to 
interact with leading 
American and Indian 
CEOs during his visit to 
the US next week and 
discuss investment av- 
enues. Minister Goyal 
will co-chair the India- 
USA CEO Forum with 
US Secretary of Com- 
merce, Gina Raimondo, 
in Washington DC, the 
Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry said ina 
statement. He will dis- 
cuss ways to generate 
sustainable economic 
growth, improving the 
business and invest- 
ment climate. 


CHANDIGARH 

6 kg heroin 
seized 

V 


Six kilograms of heroin 
and 67 cartridges were 
recovered by Amritsar 
State Special Operation 
Cell during a raid in 
Gurdaspur's Jaffarpur 
village, Punjab Police 
said on Sunday. 
Director General of Po- 
lice Gaurav Yadav said 
police also recovered 
two magazines and six 
mobile phones during 
the raid. The accused 
recently received a 
consignment of heroin 
and arms-ammunition 
with the help of drones 
from the area near the 
India-Pakistan border 
in Batala district, the 
police said. 


News from 
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Old work culture 
dumped: Modi 


PM unveils Rs 11,200 crore projects in Maharashtra 


PTI 
PUNE 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday slammed 
previous governments for 
“lacking planning and vision 
for urban development”, 
and said the Pune Metro 
project wouldn't have 
moved ahead in the “old 
work culture” which he has 
done away with. 

Inaugurating and laying 
foundation stone of Rs 
11,200 crore projects via 
video conferencing, Modi 
said the completion of phase 
1 of Pune Metro would im- 
prove the ease of living in 
the city. 

Modi said if the old work 
culture and approach of pre- 
vious governments had pre- 
vailed, the Pune Metro proj- 
ect would have never taken 
off. 

Maharashtra needs new 
resolutions and big targets, 
he said, adding Pune needs 
to be transformed into a 
centre for urban develop- 
ment. 

“Due to the booming pop- 
ulation, the speed of the city 
shouldn’t slow down but 
boost its capacity. This can 
happen only if the public 
transport is made modern 
and connectivity is im- 
proved. This is the approach 
of the Mahayuti government 
(in Maharashtra), he said. 

Modi said the work of 
catering to the modern 
needs of Pune should have 
started much earlier. 

“Unfortunately,  previ- 
ously there was lack of vi- 


The revamped Solapur airport inaugurated by Narendra Modi will serve 4.1 lakh passengers annually. 


sion and planning for urban 
development. Due to the old 
work culture of delays, the 
country and the state had to 
suffer. The Pune Metro proj- 
ect was conceived in 2008 
but the foundation was laid 
by us in 2016 and now it is 
expanding,” he said. 

The previous government 
couldn’t even set up one pil- 
lar of metro project in eight 
years, he said. Development 
needs to be prioritized and 
when there is a break, Maha- 
rashtra suffers, he added. 

Modi said the state gov- 
ernment under Eknath 
Shinde’s leadership as CM 
has removed all hurdles in 
way of the Mumbai-Ahmed- 
abad bullet train project. 

Modi, who laid the foun- 
dation stone for the memo- 
rial for Krantijyoti Savitribai 


Phule’s first girls’ school at 
Bhidewada in Pune, said 
modern infrastructure 
should be accompanied by 
preserving legacy. 

India should be modern- 
ized but it should be based 
on our fundamental values, 
he said. 

Referring to the school 
started by Savitribai Phule, 
Modi said the country has 
seen what happens when 
women take up the respon- 
sibility of social change. If 
Maharashtra develops, the 
country will follow, he said. 

“We have changed old 
work culture of previous 
governments. We_ have 
brought stricter laws for 
women’s security, women’s 
reservation bill, opened 
doors for women defence 
forces and under Swachh 


Lulu Group to invest in AP 


NEW DELHI 


UAE-based Lulu Group In- 
ternational will set up mod- 
ern food processing and lo- 
gistic centres in Andhra 
Pradesh along with hyper- 
markets and a shopping mall 
in the State, its chairman 
and managing director 
Yusuffali MA said on Sun- 
day. 

In a post on social media 
platform X in response to 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min- 
ister N  Chandrababu 
Naidu’s post after their 
meeting, Yusuffali said, 
“Our discussions were very 
fruitful.” “We have decided 
to start an international- 
standard shopping mall 
with 8-screen imax multi- 
plex in Vizag, state-of-the- 
art Hypermarkets in Vi- 
jayawada and Tirupati 
along with modern Food 


To set up food pro- 
cessing and logistic 
centres along with 
hypermarkets and a 
shopping mall in 
the State 


Processing and Logistic 
Centers in Andhra 
Pradesh,” he wrote. He 
tagged Naidu, with whom 
he said he has “got 18 long 
years of brotherly relation- 
ship”. Earlier in a post on X, 
Naidu updated about his 
meeting with Yusuffali 
along with the group’s Exec- 
utive Director Ashraf Ali 
MA, back to Andhra 
Pradesh. 

“T had a very productive 
meeting with their delega- 
tion in Amaravati today. 
“We discussed plans for a 


Mall and multiplex in Vizag, 
Hypermarket and multi- 
plexes in Vijayawada and 
Tirupati, along with invest- 
ments in the food process- 
ing sector across the state,” 
Naidu wrote. Assuring the 
state government’s “every 
possible cooperation and 
support”, he said, “I wish my 
friend all the best in his en- 
deavours and look forward 
to a fruitful partnership for 
the development of Andhra 
Pradesh.” 

With an annual turnover 
of USD 8 billion, the Abu 
Dhabi-headquartered group 
has presence in a variety of 
business ranging from hy- 
permarket operations to 
shopping mall development, 
manufacturing and trading 
of goods, hospitality assets, 
and real estate. It currently 
operates in 25 countries 
around the world. pti 


Regulatory, policy reforms crucial for 
future of pharma R&D: Report 


NEW DELHI 


India’s regulatory and policy 
reforms are crucial for shap- 
ing the future of pharmaceu- 
tical research and develop- 
ment by © streamlining 
approval processes, 
strengthening IP protec- 
tions and incentivising inno- 
vation, as several policy 
challenges continue to hin- 
der the growth of R&D in 
the sector, according to 
a report. 

As the country mod- 
ernises its regulatory frame- 
work and enhances collabo- 
ration with global 
regulatory agencies, India is 
well-positioned to become a 
global leader in pharmaceu- 
tical innovation, as per the 
report by Deloitte and in- 
dustry chamber  AS- 
SOCHAM. It acknowledged 
that India’s pharmaceutical 
ecosystem is transforming 
significantly, supported by 
comprehensive regulatory 
and policy reforms to foster 
innovation and growth. The 


Le 


Government should actively promote the 
country as a leading hub for pharmaceuti- 
cal discovery and preclinical and clinical 
research, says the report 


regulatory framework, 
which governs drug discov- 
ery, development and com- 
mercialisation, is being ac- 


tively enhanced to stream- 
line approval processes, in- 
crease transparency and re- 
duce barriers to entry for 


innovative products. How- 
ever, the report said “several 
policy challenges continue 
to hinder the growth of 
India’s pharmaceutical R&D 
sector, such as inadequate 
capacity for drug regulation, 
the need for advanced test- 
ing facilities and the lack of 
a strong framework for 
monitoring quality compli- 
ance in manufacturing 
units”. 

There is scope for har- 
monisation between State 
and Central policies to en- 
sure a uniform regulatory 
environment across the 
country. There is also a lack 
of alignment among regula- 
tory bodies, resulting in 
overlapping jurisdictions 
and inconsistent regulatory 
outcomes, the report said. 
“Additionally, bureaucratic 
complexities within the reg- 
ulatory framework led to ex- 
tended timelines for drug 
approvals and clinical trials, 
making India less attractive 
for conducting clinical re- 
search,” it said. eri 


Bharat programme, toilets 
for women were made,” he 
said. 

Modi also flagged off the 
inaugural train on Pune 
Metro underground section 
from Swargate to District 
Court via video conferenc- 
ing. 

“We have to cross many 
stages for achieving the 
“peak” of Viksit Bharat,” he 
said. 

Modi also laid the founda- 
tion stone for Swargate-Ka- 
traj Extension of Pune 
Metro Phase-1 to be devel- 
oped at the cost of around 
Rs 2,955 crore. 

This southern extension 
of around 5.46 km is com- 
pletely underground with 
three stations namely Mar- 
ket Yard, Padmavati and Ka- 
traj. 


KOLKATA TRA 


Domestic 
violence, 
dowry plaints 
flood NRI cell 


NEW DELHI 


The Centre’s NRI cell re- 
ceived more than 400 com- 
plaints from women in 
2022, with key issues rang- 
ing from domestic vio- 
lence, confiscation of pass- 
ports, desertion to dowry 
demands and child custody 
disputes. 

According to the latest 
annual report from the 
Ministry of Women and 
Child Development 
(WCD), 109 complaints 
were registered between 
January and March 2022, 
while 372 were received 
from April to December. 

The report highlighted 
that the NRI cell, which 
handles cases related to 
NRI marriages from 
women both in India and 
abroad, saw several serious 
allegations, including con- 
fiscation of passports by in- 
laws and women being un- 
able to join their husbands 
abroad due to the hus- 
band's disappearance or 
unknown whereabouts. 

“The complexity of NRI 
marriages often involves 
significant challenges, in- 
cluding legal and financial 
aid, child custody issues, 
and the location of missing 
spouses,” the report stated, 
urging collaboration across 
government departments 
to resolve these cases. 

The NRI cell received a 
total of 481 complaints 
from women in 2022, the 
report said. The National 
Commission for Women 
(NCW) coordinated with 
the Ministries of WCD, Ex- 
ternal Affairs and Home 
Affairs to resolve the is- 
sues. In 2022, the NCW is- 
sued nearly 3,500 letters to 
authorities concerned to 
expedite the resolution of 
matrimonial disputes in- 
volving NRIs. pri 
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RPF to probe rail 


track sabotage case 


Police personnel inspecting the spot where stones were found 
ona railway track in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh. — Photo: PTI 


BALLIA (UP) 


A day after the engine of a 
train hit a stone placed on 
the railway track in Bairia 
here, the RPF has formed a 
special team to solve the 
case, and patrolling is being 
done on the rail route, while 
police has lodged an FIR. 

RPF Inspector VK Singh 
said, “We believe that this 
has been done with the in- 
tention of derailing the 
train. The current conclu- 
sion of the team in this case 
is that some unknown per- 
son has placed the stone.” 
Based on the complaint filed 
by the rail staff, police has 
lodged an FIR against un- 
known persons. 

RPF Commandant S Ra- 
makrishnan said it appears 
that some mischievous ele- 
ments placed stones on the 
railway track. A special 
team has been formed to 
solve the case. Along with 
this, patrolling is being done 
on the rail route. RPF and 
the local police are working 
together. He added that this 
case will be solved soon. 

Meanwhile, Circle Offi- 
cer (Bairia) Mohammad 
Usman said when they re- 
ceived information about 
the incident, the RPF Assis- 
tant Commandant, along 
with police officials, in- 
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spected the spot. Usman 
said in the initial probe, it 
had come to light that the 
stones found on the spot ap- 
peared to be those of the 
railway track itself. These 
stones have not been 
brought from elsewhere. 

When asked whether 
some of the boulders that 
were dropped to protect the 
Manjhi bridge from river 
erosion had been placed on 
the railway track by some 
mischievous elements or 
persons, Usman said it is 
not possible to take the 
boulders placed on NH-31 to 
the railway track. The rail- 
way track is at a height 
where it is not possible to 
take any vehicle. 

Bairia police station in- 
charge Ramayan Singh said 
a case has been registered 
against unknown persons 
under Sections of the Rail- 
ways Act and Sections 125 
(endangering life or per- 
sonal safety of others) and 
285 (danger or obstruction 
in public way) of the BNS 
based on the complaint of 
RPF Inspector VK Singh at 
the Bairia police station. 
Singh said it has been con- 
cluded that the stone hit the 
engine, which could have 
caused an accident. This 
was done with the intention 
of derailing the train. pr 


Tram lovers perform a song as part of a campaign to save tram services in the city, at Esplanade tram depot in Kolkata on Sunday. The 
WB government has decided to end the 150-year old tram service which has long been a symbol of the city’s rich heritage. — Photo: PT| 
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Reliance Infra 
wins Rs 780 cr 
arbitration case 
NEW DELHI 


The Calcutta High Court 
has upheld a Rs 780 crore 
arbitration award in favour 
of Reliance Infrastructure 
Ltd in a dispute with West 
Bengal-based Damodar 
Valley Corporation, the 
Anil Ambani group firm 
said in a stock exchange fil- 
ing. 

More than a decade 
back, Reliance Infrastruc- 
ture had won a contract to 
set up a 1,200 MW thermal 
power plant in Purulia in 
West Bengal for Rs 3,750 
crore. 

The project was delayed 
due to disputes and other 
reasons, leading to DVC 
seeking damages from Re- 
liance Infrastructure. Re- 
liance Infrastructure, how- 
ever, challenged this, and 
an arbitration tribunal in 
2019 ruled in favour of the 
company and directed 
DVC to pay Rs 896 crore to 
the company. Reliance 
Infra said it is currently 
conducting a review. ti 


Nitish in grip of four babus; 
will end liquor ban: Prashant 


PATNA 


Political strategist-turned- 
activist Prashant Kishor on 
Sunday launched a scathing 
attack on Bihar Chief Minis- 
ter Nitish Kumar, alleging 
that the State government 
was being “run by four re- 
tired bureaucrats” and the 
Chief Minister was in the 
“srip of these former 
babus”. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference here, three days 
ahead of floating his own 


political party, Kishor 
vowed to dislodge the 
JD(U) president from 


power. He charged the 
longest-serving Chief Min- 
ister of Bihar with running 
his government through a 
handful of “retired bureau- 
crats”. He also claimed that 
the 2025 Bihar Assembly 
polls would be fought on the 
issue of ‘three S’, that is 
‘sarab’ (liquor), ‘survey’ 
(land) and ‘smart meter’, 
and asserted that these is- 
sues would prove to be the 
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Kumar has lost 
his morality and 
is only interested 
in securing the 
Chief Minister’s 
chairO 
— PRASHANT KISHOR, 
Jan Suraj 


“final nail in the coffin for 
the current regime”. “Nei- 
ther Kumar nor these bu- 
reaucrats are aware of the 
problems being faced by the 
people. Kumar has changed 
now. He has lost his moral- 
ity and is only interested in 
securing the Chief Minis- 
ter’s chair,” Kishor alleged. 

His ‘Jan Suraj’ initiative 
will become a political party 
on October 2. “When we 
form the government after 
the 2025 Assembly polls in 
Bihar, we will end the liquor 


ban within one hour,” he 
said, adding that “the exist- 
ing prohibition law in the 
State is fake”. The State has 
been incurring a “loss of 
nearly Rs 20,000 crore 
every year”, while the 
“liquor mafia and officials 
continue to make money 
from illegal trade”, Kishor 
said. The Jan Suraj chief said 
he would continue to speak 
against the policy and was 
not afraid of losing votes of 
women. “Whether I get 
votes of women or not, I will 
continue speaking against 
the liquor ban since it is not 
in the interest of Bihar,” he 
said. Kishor also said Kumar 
was holding on to power as 
if he had applied adhesive 
on his chair and that the BJP, 
as his ally, bore the brunt of 
his “misrule” just like Con- 
gress was also “responsible 
for Lalu’s jungle raj”. “If Lalu 
Prasad and Nitish Kumar 
are responsible for the de- 
struction of Bihar, the Con- 
gress and the BJP are to be 
equally blamed,” he said. er 
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MANILA 


6 killed in 
house fire 


V 


Six people died, includ- 
ing a six-month-old 
baby and a one-year- 
old toddler, and an- 
other child was injured 
ina fire that razed a 
house in the Philippine 
capital before dawn on 
Sunday, the Bureau of 
Fire Protection said. 
The fire broke out on 
the second floor of a 
four-storey house in 
the Tondo district of 
Manila City at 3.50 am 
local time. The victims 
were asleep when the 
fire erupted. ins 


VIENNA 


Far-right 
leads in polls 
Wy 


The far-right Freedom 
Party had a lead over 
the governing conser- 
vatives in Austria’s 
national election on 
Sunday and was well- 
placed for its first win 
ina parliamentary vote, 
a projection showed. 
But its chances of gov- 
erning were unclear. 
The projection, based 
on partial counting, put 
support for the party at 
29.1% and Chancellor 
Karl Nehammer’s 
Austrian People’s Party 
at 26.3%. ap 
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Belgium visit 


wrapped up 
V 


Pope Francis de- 
manded that sexually 
abusive clergy be 
judged and their bish- 
ops stop covering up 
their crimes as he 
ended a troubled visit 
to Belgium by respond- 
ing to the outrage over 
the scandal here that 
has devastated the 
church’s credibility. 
“Evil must not be hid- 
den. Evil must be 
brought out into the 
open,” Francis told 
some 30,000 people at 
a stadium here. ae 


LONDON 
Campaign 
gets a boost 
V 


A British Sikh organisa- 
tion campaigning 
against a “flawed” defi- 
nition of Islamophobia 
adopted by the Labour 
Party a few years ago 
being made legal has 
received a boost as the 
government admitted 
the proposal would not 
be in line with the UK’s 
Equality Act. The Net- 
work of Sikh Organisa- 
tions had written to 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Angela Rayner regard- 
ing this. er 


News from 


WORLD 


Now, Khamenei on Bibi’s radar? 


Israeli PM warns Ayatollah regime, says there’s no place in Iran or Middle East that long arm of Israel will not reach 


IANS 


TEL AVIV 


Following the death of Hezbollah leader 
Hassan Nasrallah in a precision strike by 
Israeli Defence Forces (IDF), Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu issued a warn- 
ing to Iran’s Ayatollah regime and as- 
serted that those who target Israel will 
face consequences and that no location in 
Iran or the Middle East is beyond Israel’s 


reach. 


Netanyahu made his first public com- 
ments on Saturday after an Israeli 
airstrike killed Nasrallah, the leader of the 
Lebanon-based militant group Hezbollah, 
in Beirut. “There is no place in Iran or the 
Middle East that the long arm of Israel 
will not reach, and today you already 
know how true this is,” he added. 

Speaking from the IDF headquarters in 
Tel Aviv on Saturday, Netanyahu said Is- 
rael’s assassination of the Hezbollah 
leader “settled accounts with those re- 
sponsible for the murder of countless Is- 
raelis and many citizens of other coun- 
tries, including hundreds of Americans 


and dozens of Frenchmen”. 


The Israeli Prime Minister called Nas- 
rallah’s killing “a necessary condition for 
achieving the goals we have set”. The Is- 
raeli Prime Minister was referring to tens 
of thousands of Israelis who have been 
displaced by cross-border fire in the north 
of the country. Last week, Israel made re- 
turning residents to their homes in the 
north an explicit war aim. “As long as 
Nasrallah lives, he would quickly restore 


the capabilities we took away from 


Hezbollah,” Netanyahu said. “That’s why 
I gave the directive, and Nasrallah is no 


longer with us,” he added. 


Netanyahu made no reference to a US- 
led ceasefire proposal for the Israel- 
Lebanon border in his remarks. “I say to 
the Ayatollah’s regime: whoever beat us, 
we will beat them,” he said. The Prime 
Minister said Israel had arrived at a “his- 
toric turning point”. “We are determined 
to continue to strike at our enemies, re- 
turn our residents to their homes, and re- 
turn all our abductees. We do not forget 
them for a moment,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Netanyahu on Sunday ap- 
pointed a former rival, Gideon Saar, as a 
member of his Cabinet. Under their 
agreement, Netanyahu said Saar would be 
given a spot in the Security cabinet, the 
body that oversees war management. 


Russia condemns 
killing of Nasrallah 


MOSCOW: Russia strongly con- 
demned Israel’s killing of Hezbollah 
leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah and 
called on Israel to cease fire, the Russ- 
ian Foreign Ministry said. “We strongly 
condemn another political assassina- 
tion committed by Israel. This violent 
act is fraught with even greater dra- 
matic consequences for Lebanon and 
the entire Middle East,” said the Min- 
istry, adding that the Israeli move will 
almost “inevitably trigger a new round 
of violence.” The statement said Israel 
“bears full responsibility” for the sub- 
sequent escalation and urged it to end 
hostilities immediately, Xinhua news 


agency reported. ans 


Israel strikes Houthi targets 


JERUSALEM: The Israeli 
military said dozens of 
aircraft have struck Houthi 
targets in Yemen in response 
to arecent attack on Israel. 

The military said it tar- 
geted power plants and sea 
port facilities in the city of 
Hodeida. The Houthis 
launched a ballistic missile 
attack on Ben Gurion airport 
on Saturday when Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu was arriving. 

In astatement aired by the 
Houthi-run a/-Masirah TV on 


Saturday, the group’s mili- 
tary spokesman Yahya Sarea 
said a “ballistic missile” was 
fired at the airport “upon the 
arrival” of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who returned to the country 
after addressing the UNGA 
on Friday. 

Sarea vowed that the 
group “will continue to re- 
spond to Israel’s crimes and 
will not hesitate to raise the 
level of escalation in support 
of the Gaza Strip and 
Lebanon.” acencies 


People check the rubble of buildings, which were levelled by Israeli strikes that killed Hezbollah leader Nasrallah, in Beirut’s southern suburbs. — Photo: AFP 


China calls for 
de-escalating 
tensions 


BEIJING: China on Sunday 
called on “parties con- 
cerned, especially Israel”, 
to immediately take ac- 
tions to cool down ten- 
sions to prevent the con- 
flict in West Asia from 
going out of control. China 
is closely following the in- 
cident and is deeply con- 
cerned over the escalation 
of tensions in the region,” a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
statement said after Nas- 
rallah’s killing. pr 


US airstrikes 
on Syria kill 
37 militants 


BEIRUT 


In Syria, 37 militants affili- 
ated to the extremist Is- 
lamic State group and an 
al-Qaeda-linked = group 
were killed in two strikes, 
the United States military 
said on Sunday. 

Two of the dead were 
senior militants, it said. 
The US Central Command 
said it struck northwestern 
Syria on Tuesday, target- 
ing a senior militant from 
the al-Qaeda-linked Hurras 
al-Deen group and eight 
others. They said he was 
responsible for overseeing 
military operations. 

They also announced a 
strike from earlier this 
month on September 16, 
where they conducted a 
“large-scale airstrike” on 
an IS training camp ina re- 
mote undisclosed location 
in central Syria. That attack 
killed 28 militants, includ- 
ing “at least four Syrian 
leaders.” “The airstrike will 
disrupt IS’ capability to 
conduct operations against 
US interests, allies and 
partners,” a statement read. 

There are some 900 US 
forces in Syria, along with 
an undisclosed number of 
contractors, mostly trying 
to prevent any comeback 
by the extremist IS group, 
which swept through Iraq 
and Syria in 2014, taking 
control of large swathes of 
territory. US forces advise 
and assist their key allies in 
northeast Syria, the Kur- 
dish-led Syrian Demo- 
cratic Forces, located not 
far from strategic areas 
where Iran-backed groups 
are present. ap 


Heated debate for curbs on Indian visas 


Contenders for UK Oppn leader want immigration to be slashed 


LONDON 


The two frontrunners in the 
race to replace Rishi Sunak 
as Conservative Party 
leader and take his place in 
the House of Commons as 
Leader of the Opposition 
have thrown the spotlight 
on cutting immigration into 
the UK, with visas for Indi- 
ans being singled out in 
heated debates. 

Against the backdrop of 
the launch of the Conserva- 
tive Party conference in 
Birmingham on Sunday, for- 
mer Immigration Minister 
Robert Jenrick singled out 
India as one of the countries 
that should be subjected to 
tough visa _ restrictions 
across all categories unless 
it takes back its nationals 
who enter Britain illegally. 

His closest contender, 
shadow Housing Secretary 
Kemi Badenoch, has also ze- 
roed in on the same issue 
and condemned new mi- 
grants bringing their dis- 
putes from India to cause 
unrest on the streets of the 
country. “It is quite clear 
that there are many people 


Setback for Starmer as MP quits 


LONDON: British PM Keir Starmer has suffered his first 
setback since taking charge at 10 Downing Street in 
July after one of his members of Parliament resigned 
from the Labour Party, delivering a scathing attack on 
his leadership. Rosie Duffield, MP for Canterbury in 
Kent, will now sit in the House of Commons as an Inde- 
pendent after her resignation letter published in The 
Sunday Times attacked the Labour leader’s “cruel and 
unnecessary” policies amid an ongoing expensive free 
gifts row. Duffield claimed there were many “last 
straws” that led to her decision, but her main reason to 
step down this weekend is over the government’s pro- 
gramme of unpopular policies. “They are cruel and 
unnecessary and affect hundreds of thousands of our 
poorest, most vulnerable constituents. This is not what 
| was elected to do,” Duffield wrote. pr: 


who have recently come to 
this country who have 
brought views from their 
countries of origin that have 
no place here,” Badenoch 
said. “I saw as Equalities 
Minister people bringing 
cultural disputes from India 
to the streets of Leicester... 
we need to make sure that 
when people come to this 
country, they leave their 
previous differences behind. 
This is not a controversial 


Separatist militants 
kill 7 labourers in Pak 


ISLAMABAD/KARACHI 


At least seven labourers 
from Punjab province were 
killed by separatist militants 
in Pakistan’s _ restive 
Balochistan province, po- 
lice said on Sunday. 

The labourers from Mul- 
tan were shot dead late on 
Saturday when they were 
asleep in an under-con- 
struction house in the 
Khuda-e-Abadan area of 
Panjgur town, Balochistan 
Inspector General of Police 
Moazzam Jah Ansari said. 

Ansari said the labourers 
were asleep when the ter- 
rorists entered the under- 


construction house and 
opened indiscriminate fire 
with automatic weapons. 

The official said one of 
the labourers luckily es- 
caped with an injury while 
another was not present at 
the time of the shooting. 
The official said an investi- 
gation has been opened into 
the attack. “This latest at- 
tack appears to be the work 
of the Balochistan Libera- 
tion Army as it has all their 
footprints on it,” another se- 
curity official said. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif immediately con- 
demned the attack. pr 


thing to say,” she said. 
Nigerian-heritage  Bade- 
noch, considered among the 
favourites to win the ongo- 
ing Tory leadership elec- 
tion, was apparently refer- 
encing the clashes that 
broke out in Leicester in 
September 2022 in the wake 
of an India-Pakistan Asia 
Cup cricket match. Mean- 
while, her former ministe- 
rial colleague Robert Jen- 
rick, who has notched up an 


early lead in the contest, told 
The Daily Telegraph that 
while India benefited from 
2,50,000 visas in the past 
year, there were as many as 
1,00,000 Indian nationals es- 
timated to be illegally resid- 
ing in the UK. 

He lamented that depor- 
tations or removals to India 
remain stuck in the hun- 
dreds despite an India-UK 
Migration and Mobility 
Partnership which is de- 
signed to cover such returns 
of illegal migrants. “The 
government must stop other 
countries exploiting our 
generosity by imposing se- 
vere visa restrictions and re- 
stricting foreign aid to coun- 
tries that do not take back 
their nationals here ille- 
gally,” said Jenrick. 

The election follows the 
resignation of Sunak as Tory 
leader in the wake of the 
party’s bruising general 
election defeat in July under 
his leadership. The British 
Indian politician, who was a 
re-elected member of Par- 
liament from Richmond and 
Northallerton, is serving as 
interim leader. eri 


Nepal flood toll rises 


Prat S 
“ 


eo P a a 


Rescue personnel transport the body of a victim who was trapped under a landslide caused by heavy 
rains in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Sunday. — Photo: AP 


KATHMANDU 


The death toll from rain- 
triggered floods and land- 
slides across Nepal climbed 
to 170 with 42 people miss- 
ing on Sunday, officials said. 

Large swathes of eastern 
and central Nepal have been 
inundated since Friday, with 
flash floods reported in 
parts of the country. Ac- 
cording to police, 170 people 
have been killed so far due 


to floods and landslides 
across Nepal. As many as Ill 
people have sustained in- 
juries in flood-related inci- 
dents, Ministry of Home Af- 
fairs spokesperson Rishiram 
Pokharel said. 

Search and rescue opera- 
tions are under way with the 
mobilisation of all security 
agencies, he said, adding 
that the Nepal Army has air- 
lifted 162 people from across 
the country. As many as 


Russia intercepts over LOO Ukrainian drones 


KYIV 


ore than 100 
Ukrainian drones 
were shot down 


over Russia on Sunday, of- 
ficials said, sparking a 
wildfire and setting an 
apartment block alight in 
one of the largest barrages 
seen over Russian skies 
since Moscow invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022. 
Russia’s Ministry of De- 
fence reported that it had 
shot down 125 drones 
overnight across seven re- 
gions. The southwestern 
region of Volgograd came 
under particularly heavy 
fire, with 67 Ukrainian 


drones reportedly downed 
by Russian air defences. 

Seventeen drones were 
also seen over Russia’s 
Voronezh region, where 
falling debris damaged an 
apartment block and a pri- 
vate home, said Gov. Alek- 
sandr Gusev. Images on 
social media showed 
flames rising from the 
windows of the top floor 
of a high-rise building. No 
casualties were reported. 

A further 18 drones 
were reported over Rus- 
sia’s Rostov region, where 
falling debris sparked a 
wildfire, said Governor 
Vasily Golubev. He said 
the fire did not pose a 


threat to populated areas, 
but that emergency serv- 
ices were fighting to extin- 
guish the blaze, which en- 
gulfed 20 acres of forest. 
Elsewhere, 14 civilians 
were injured in an 
overnight barrage on the 
southern Ukrainian city of 
Zaporizhzhia after Ukrain- 
ian military leaders 
warned that Moscow 
could be preparing for a 
new military offensive in 
the country’s south. The 
city was targeted by Russ- 
ian guide bombs in 10 sep- 
arate attacks that damaged 
a high-rise building and 
several residential homes, 
regional Governor Ivan 


Fedorov wrote on his offi- 
cial Telegram channel. 
More people could still be 
trapped beneath the rub- 
ble, he said. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
also said the Zaporizhzhia 
attack had damaged the 
city’s transport links. 
“Today, Russia struck Za- 
porizhzhia with aerial 
bombs. Ordinary residen- 
tial buildings were dam- 
aged and the entrance of 
one building was de- 
stroyed. The city’s infra- 
structure and railway 
were also damaged,” 
Zelenskyy said in a post 
on X. ap 


4,000 people have been res- 
cued by the Nepal Army, 


Nepal Police and Armed Po- 
lice Force personnel, 
Pokharel said. 


All necessary relief mate- 
rials, including food grains, 
have been distributed to 
those rescued, he said. In 
Balkhu in the outskirts of 
Kathmandu, meals were dis- 
tributed to 400 people with 
the help of social workers, 
the spokesperson said. pri 


Several dead in 
US plane crash 


MANTEO (NORTH CAROLINA) 


Multiple people have died 
after a single-engine plane 
crashed in a wooded area 
at Wright Brothers Na- 
tional Memorial’s First 
Flight Airport, the National 
Park Service said. 

The crash occurred at 5 
pm on Saturday as, accord- 
ing to eyewitnesses, the 
airplane was trying to land 
at the airport, the park 
service said. The airplane 
caught fire after the crash. 
The Kill Devil Hills Fire 
Department and other 
local fire departments put 
out the fire. The airport is 
closed until further notice, 
the park service said. ap 
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STREAMING NOW 


Cricket: 

Ind vs B’desh, Day 4 
2nd Test, 9.30 am 
on Sports 18 & 
JioCinema 


HARARE 

Bangla 
Tigers win 
Zim Afro T10 


V 

Zimbabwe's Tinashe 
Muchawaya produced a 
remarkable bowling 
performance to snatch 
the win for the Jo’Burg 
Bangla Tigers from the 
jaws of defeat against 
the Cape Town Samp 
Army. The Tigers, were 
staring at defeat, before 
Muchawaya turned it 
around in the final four 
deliveries, to give the 
Tigers the Zim Afro T10 
title, at the Harare 
Sports Club. Brief 
Scores: Jo’Burg Bangla 
Tigers 129/5 in 10 
overs(M Shahzad 44) bt 
Cape Town Samp Army 
124/2 in 10 overs (D 
Malan 62 no). 


NEW DELHI 

Indian wushu 
players excel 
in Jr C’ship 
V 


Indian wushu players 
bagged a rich haul of 
seven medals, includ- 
ing two gold, in the 9th 
Junior World Champi- 
onships which con- 
cluded in Bandar Seri 
Begawan, Brunei, on 
Sunday. India also won 
1 silver and 4 bronze in 
the competition. “This 
marked the first time 
that Indian player 
Aryan, competing in 
the 48kg weight cate- 
gory, clinched the gold 
medal after a fierce 
contest against a Chi- 
nese player,” arelease 
from Wushu Associa- 
tion of India said. 


NEW YORK 


FIFA reveal 
Club WC 
venues 

V 


Next year’s champi- 
onship of the expanded 
Club World Cup will be 
played on July 13 at 
MetLife Stadium in East 
Rutherford, New Jer- 
sey, site of the 2026 
World Cup final. Twelve 
stadiums will be used 
for the 32-team tourna- 
ment, FIFA said, includ- 
ing five of the 11 US 
venues for the 2026 
World Cup. Sites in- 
clude six NFL stadiums; 
four Major League Soc- 
cer homes; the Rose 
Bowl in Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, and Camping 
World Stadium in Or- 
lando, Florida. 


NEW DELHI 
Afghanistan 
to host 
B’desh 


V 


The Afghanistan 
Cricket Board has an- 
nounced that it will 
host Bangladesh for a 
three-match men’s ODI 
series in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
from November 06-11, 
though the venues are 
yet to be finalised. The 
matches will be played 
on November 6, 9 and 
11 respectively. ACB 
said these three ODIs, 
along with three T20ls 
and two Tests, were 
originally part of 
Afghanistan’s Future 
Tour Program (FTP) 
scheduled for July-Au- 
gust this year. 


News from 


SPORT 


Shankar wins 
TG Golconda 


Masters 


Clinches Rs 15 lakh prize 


Shankar Das (middle) receives the winners trophy on Sunday. 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Kolkata’s Shankar Das de- 
livered an impressive 
birdie-spree on the front 
nine, turning the tourna- 
ment in the final round and 
securing a remarkable 
three-shot victory at the Rs 
lcrore Telangana Golconda 
Masters at the Hyderabad 
Golf Association (HGA) 
course on Sunday. 

Shankar, who entered the 
final round tied for third 
and two shots off the lead, 
pulled a rabbit out of the hat 
with a blazing round of 64. 
This remarkable perform- 
ance not only outshone the 
rest of the field but also se- 
cured his eighth profes- 
sional title, ending a seven- 
year victory drought 

Shankar (70-64-64-64), 
the 2014 PGTI Order of 
Merit champion, who went 
53 holes without a bogey 
during the week, totaled 18- 
under 262 for the tourna- 
ment. He bagged a prize 
money cheque worth Rs 15 
lakhs to rise from 42nd 


place to 14th position in the 
2024 TATA Steel PGTI 
Ranking. 

Chandigarh’s Angad 
Cheema (68-63-65-69), the 
overnight joint leader by 
two shots, claimed the run- 
ner-up spot at 15-under 265 
following his fourth round 
of 69. It was Angad’s sixth 
top-10 and second runner- 
up finish of the season and 
as a result, he consolidated 
himself in fourth place on 
the TATA Steel PGTI 
Ranking. 

Gurugram golfer Veer 
Ahlawat’s (68) third-place 
finish at 14-under 266 meant 
he further built on his lead 
in the PGTI Order of Merit. 
Shankar Das registered one 
of the most memorable 
come-from-behind victo- 
ries of his career as he was a 
lowly tied 67th after his 
opening round of 70. Das 
then made major strides in 
each round as he delivered 
three successive scores of 
64. Hyderabad-based pro- 
fessional Mohd Azhar (72) 
ended tied 29th at five- 
under 275. 


Sri Lanka sweep series 


Peiris, Jayasuriya hand home side an innings and 154-run win over NZ in 2nd Test 


AP 
GALLE 


Sri Lanka stormed to a se- 
ries victory over New 
Zealand, securing the two- 
match test series with a re- 
sounding innings and 154- 
run triumph on the fourth 
day in Galle on Sunday. 

This victory, Sri Lanka’s 
most dominant over the 
Kiwis, also marks their first 
win against New Zealand in 
15 years. The hero of the 
games, left-arm spinner Pra- 
bath Jayasuriya, was named 
Player of the Series after a 
masterful performance, 
claiming 18 wickets across 
the two matches. Mean- 
while, Kamindu Mendis 
took home Man of the 
Match honours for his un- 
beaten 182, anchoring Sri 
Lanka’s colossal total of 602- 
5 declared. 

With this knock, Mendis 
etched his name in history, 
joining the great Sir Don 
Bradman as the third joint- 
fastest player to reach 1,000 
test runs. Jayasuriya, who 
took nine wickets in the first 
test, was at his best again, 
snaring another nine wick- 
ets in the second test as New 
Zealand’s batters struggled 
to cope with Sri Lanka’s 
spin-heavy attack. Debutant 
Nishan Peiris was the per- 
fect foil, chipping in with 
nine wickets of his own, in- 
cluding a five-wicket haul in 
the second innings. 

“We discussed the need 
to score big in the first in- 
nings. That has been some- 
thing that has been worry- 
ing us for a while. Glad we 
rectified that this innings,” 
said Sri Lanka captain 
Dananjaya de Silva. “The 
spinners were superb. They 
kept creating pressure and 
didn’t allow New Zealand to 


Sri Lankan players pose with the trophy as they celebrate after winning the second and final Test against New Zealand, at the Galle 
International Cricket Stadium in Galle on Sunday. — Photo: AFP 


get away with things. It was 
a superb display. That’s how 
we want to compete in 
home conditions, dominate 
the opposition from ball 
one,” he added. 

New Zealand’s woes 
began early, bundled out for 
a paltry 88 in their first in- 
nings. Forced to follow on, 
the Kiwis showed more 
fight in their second innings, 
posting 360 - their highest 
total of the tour and in Galle 
- but it was too little, too 
late. Tom Blundell, Glenn 
Phillips and Mitchell Sant- 
ner all contributed half-cen- 
turies in the second innings, 
but the tourists needed far 
more to challenge Sri 
Lanka’s dominance. 

Resuming at 199-5, New 
Zealand lost three wickets 
before lunch on the fourth 
day. Despite Sri Lanka’s 
fielding lapses, which saw 


three catches dropped, they 
eventually cleaned up after 
lunch. Jayasuriya removed 
Ajaz Patel and Peiris took 
the final scalp of Santner, 
stumped by Kusal Mendis, 
sealing the series win for Sri 
Lanka. “We had our mo- 
ments in the series, but dis- 
appointed with the end re- 
sult,” said New Zealand 
captain Tim Southee. With 
this victory, Sri Lanka has 
now won three consecutive 
test matches and bolstered 
their hopes of qualifying for 
the ICC World Test Cham- 
pionship final at Lord’s next 
June. 

BRIEF SCORES: 602/5 decl in 
163.4 overs vs New Zealand 
88 in 39.5 overs & 360 in 81.4 
overs (f/o) (Glen Phillips 78, 
Mitchell Santner 67, Devon 
Conway 61, Tom Blundell 60; 
Nishan Peiris 6/170, Prabath 
Jayasuriya 3/139). 


Head coach Jayasuriya likely to 
get contract extension 


NEW DELHI: Sri Lanka 
Cricket (SLC) is likely to 
extend Sanath Jaya- 
suriya’s tenure as head 
coach of the men’s na- 
tional team for another 
year, after a series of im- 
pressive results since he 
took over as interim 
coach. 

The Sri Lankan side se- 
cured notable victories, 
including an ODI series 
win against India and Test 
match triumphs at The 
Oval and in Galle against 
New Zealand since 
Jaisuriya took over as in- 
terim coach in early July. 
According to ESPN- 
cricinfo report, SLC has 


initiated discussions to 
formalise Jayasuriyaa€™s 
role on a long-term basis. 

“We are in the final 
stages of negotiating the 
contract with him. Proba- 
bly, in the next two or 
three days you will get to 
hear more,” SLC CEO Ash- 
ley de Silva was quoted by 
ESPNcricinfo. Jayasuriya, 
who had previously 
served as Sri Lanka’s chief 
selector in two different 
stints, initially came on 
board as a cricket con- 
sultant for one year in De- 
cember 2023, primarily 
tasked with working at 
the High-Performance 
Centre. ians 


BCCI unveils new NCA in Bengaluru 


NEW DELHI 


The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) in- 
augurated the new National 
Cricket Academy (NCA) in 
Bengaluru on Sunday. The 
world-class facility will now 
be called the BCCI Centre of 
Excellence (CoE). 

The previous facility was 
operating out of the M Chin- 
naswamy Stadium premises 
since its establishment in 
2000. Now, spanning over 
40 acres of land near Kem- 
pegowda International Air- 
port in Bengaluru, the BCCI 
Centre of Excellence fea- 
tures a total of three world- 
class grounds and 86 
pitches, including both in- 
door and outdoor areas, 
highlighting its capacity to 
provide comprehensive 
training facilities. The three 
grounds are designed with 


Laxman hails new facilities 


BENGALURU: VVS Lax- 
man, the head of the 
newly inaugurated BCCI 
Centre of Excellence, on 
Sunday said the modern 
facilities here will help 
players upskill them- 
selves which will in turn 
help India maintain their 
dominance in all formats. 
“| think beneficiaries (of 
Centre of Excellence) will 
be not only the future 
generation of cricketers 
but also the current gen- 
eration of cricketers. They 
come to upskill them- 
selves, get ready for the 


white picket fencing and 
lush green seating mounds, 
reminiscent of English 
county grounds. Ground A 


challenges and various 
series they are going to 
participate in,” Laxman 
said. “There is a miscon- 
ception that the crick- 
eters come (here) only for 
rehab. | am sure that all 
the players who come to 
this facility will be a part 
of this programme and 
will strive to achieve ex- 
cellence, will strive to be- 
come the best they can. 

“In the process, the In- 
dian cricket team in all the 
formats will be probably 
the best in the world,” he 
noted. pti 


is the main ground and 
boasts an 85-yard boundary 
with 13 Mumbai red soil 
pitches ready for play. It is 


also equipped with ad- 
vanced floodlighting and 
state-of-the-art broadcast- 
ing facilities, thus implying 
it can host and telecast 
matches under lights. 
Grounds B and C serve as 
dedicated practice grounds 
with 75-yard boundaries, 
featuring 11 Mandya soil 
pitches and nine black cot- 
ton soil pitches from Kala- 
handi, Odisha. 

It also has an innovative 
subsurface drainage system, 
which ensures quick recov- 
ery after rainfall, minimiz- 
ing disruptions and main- 
taining a consistent playing 
schedule. It also has an im- 
pressive 45 outdoor net 
pitches for practice organ- 
ized into nine clusters, in- 
cluding Mumbai red soil, 
Mandya soil, Kalahandi 
black cotton soil, and con- 
crete pitches. 1ans 


takes 


Kanpur Test: 
Third day’s 
play called off 


KANPUR 


No play was possible for 
the second consecutive day 
in the second Test between 
India and Bangladesh due 
to a wet outfield at the 
Green Park Stadium here. 

Overnight rain had 
caused a delay to the start 
of action but even as the 
sun was shining bright 
around 2:00pm and there 
were no soggy patches on 
the ground, the officials de- 
cided to call off the play. Al- 
most eight sessions have 
been lost in the game due to 
persistent rain that has 
played havoc with the final 
match of the two-game se- 
ries. Questions on the 
drainage system used at 
the venue have been duly 
raised. pti 


Bdesh recalls Miraz 
for India T20Is 


NEW DELHI 


Off-spin all-rounder 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz has 
earned a recall to the 
Bangladesh men’s T20I for 
the upcoming series against 
India, starting on October 6 
in Gwalior. 

Apart from him, left- 
handed opening batter 
Parvez Hossain Emon and 
left-arm spinner Rakibul 
Hasan have also been called 
up to the squad, while 
Soumya Sarkar has been left 
out. Mehidy has been a con- 
sistent performer in Tests 
and ODIs for Bangladesh in 
over a year, which has pro- 
pelled his return to T20Is 14 
months since his last ap- 
pearance in the shortest for- 
mat. This will be 


Bangladesh’s first series 
without the services of their 
star all-rounder Shakib Al 
Hasan, who announced re- 
tirement from the format 
ahead of the second Test 
against India in Kanpur. 
The three T20Is between 
Bangladesh and India will 
be played at Gwalior, New 
Delhi, and Hyderabad on 
October 6, 9, and 12 respec- 
tively. 

SQUAD: Najmul Hossain 
Shanto (C), Tanzid Hasan 
Tamim, Parvez Hossain 
Emon, Tawhid Hridoy, Mah- 
mud Ullah, Litton Kumer Das, 
Jaker Ali Anik, Mehidy Hassan 
Miraz, Shak Mahedi Hasan, 
Rishad Hossain, Mustafizur 
Rahman, Taskin Ahmed, 
Shoriful Islam, Tanzim Hasan 
Sakib and Rakibul Hasan. ians 


RACING SPIELBERG 


GOLF TAIPEI CITY 


Arjun’s historic podium Yuvraj Sandhu top 
finish, secures third Indian at tied-23 
spot in DTM race in Taiwan 


Arjun Maini finished third in race 
one of DTM at the Red Bull Ring 
after becoming the first Indian to 
secure pole position in the sports 
car series. After many changes at 
the top of the timings sheet, it was 
the Mercedes-AMG driver who 
held his nerve in Saturday morn- 
ing’s session and clocked the 
fastest time of 1:30.128 minutes on 
his final lap. In race one, Maini 
came third behind winners Mirko 
Bortolotti and Maro Engel. The 
races are held across Europe over 
eight rounds. 


Yuvraj Sandhu, who had a great 
start to the week, finished as the 
top Indian in tied 23rd place 
after closing it with 3-under 69 
at Yeangder TPC in Chinese 
Taipei. After his first round of 
65, Sandhu was tied second but 
slipped on the second and third 
days with 71-74, before finishing 
with 69 for a 9-under total. 
Among other Indians, Karan- 
deep Kochhar (67-68-73-73) was 
unable to keep up the good start 
over the first two days and 
ended T-32. 


CRICKET LAHORE 


Muhammad Yousuf 
steps down as 
Pakistan selector 


Ex-Pakistan captain Muham- 
mad Yousuf on Sunday stepped 
down as national selector citing 
personal reasons. Yousuf was 
part of a broad-based national 
selection committee. In his post 
on ‘X’, Yousuf wrote, “I an- 
nounce my resignation as a se- 
lector for the Pakistan cricket 
team due to personal reasons. 
Serving this incredible team has 
been a profound privilege, and I 
am proud to have contributed to 
the growth and success of Pak- 
istan Cricket.” 


FOOTBALL MUNICH 


FOOTBALL FORT LAUDERDALE 


Bayern says Kane’s Messi scores in 
ankle injury is not as Miami’s 1-1 draw 
bad as initially feared against Charlotte 
Bayern Munich’s Harry Kane's Forward Lionel Messi moved 


left ankle injury is not as serious 
as initially feared, the Bundesliga 
club said. “Examinations by the 
club's medical unit on Sunday de- 
termined a positive develop- 
ment,” the Bavarian powerhouse 
said. “Kane will continue to re- 
ceive appropriate treatment.” 
The forward limped off the field 
in Bayern's 1-1 draw with Bayer 
Leverkusen in the Bundesliga 
after getting a knock to the ankle 
ina tussle for the ball with Lev- 
erkusen's Amine Adli. 


Inter Miami another step closer 
to the No. 1 seed for the MLS Cup 
playoffs. Messi scored in the 
67th minute and Inter Miami 
pushed its unbeaten streak to 
eight straight Major League Soc- 
cer matches with a 1-1 tie against 
Charlotte FC on Saturday night. 
It was Messi’s I5th goal in 16 
league matches this season. 
Messi became the sixth player in 
MLS history with at least 15 
goals and 15 assists in a single 
season. 
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HYDERABAD 


GUWAHATI 
Blasters, 
NEUFC share 
spoils 

V 


Kerala Blasters shared 
points with NorthEast 
United FC following a 1- 
1 draw in their Indian 
Super League match on 
Sunday. Alaeddine 
Ajaraei’s goal froma 
freekick was equalised 
by Noah Sadaoui’s 
stunning strike as the 
Kerala Blasters FC sal- 
vaged a crucial point. 
Right from kickoff, it 
was a very high-inten- 
sity match with end-to- 
end football.k 


MADRID 


Shubhankar 
moves up 
to T-44 


V 


India’s Shubhankar 
Sharma compiled an in- 
teresting round of two- 
under 69 that included 
two eagles as he 
moved up from T-57 to 
T-44 with one more 
round to go in the ac- 
ciona Open de Espana 
in Madrid. Sharma had 
two eagles, two birdies 
and four bogeys in the 
third round and this 
week he had landed 
three eagles. 


MILAN 

Pisilli helps 
Roma beat 
Venezia 

VW 


Roma’s troubles are far 
from over despite new 
coach lvan Juric mak- 
ing it two wins in two 
league matches in 
charge of the Gial- 
lorossi. Homegrown 
midfielder Niccolo 
Pisilli — who grew up 
supporting Roma and 
progressed through its 
youth team — netted 
his first Serie A goal to 
help Roma fight back 
to beat promoted 
Venezia 2-1 on Sunday. 


Horoscope 


ARIES 
Aries (March 21-April 20) 
It seems you are 
“gy dreaming big of 
ro your future. Peo- 
ple around are per- 
haps of the opinion 
that you are quite capable of 
turning dreams into reality qui- 
etly and independently. But are 
you really capable of doing 
that? Just examine the rate with 
which your resources are de- 
pleting day by day while your 
targets are becoming bigger 
gradually. Assess impartially. 
TAURUS 
(April 21-May 21) 

You may feel you 
have attained 
perfect clarity 
over what you are 

going to doin the 
next few days. But you may 
still entertain doubts on how 
you are going to do it. You may 
be restless thinking whether 
you will be a loner in your ac- 
tivity or there will be solid sup- 
port in your journey. You will 
ask yourself not to lose the 
momentum. 
GEMINI 
(May 22- June 21) 

Celestial influ- 
ences of the day 
can be very 
complex. They 

are capable of 
keeping you happy or even 
unhappy depending on your 
actions. If you are a youngster 
visiting pubs and liquor joints, 
watch your words and ac- 
tions. You may run into argu- 
ments and counter arguments 
with others. To avoid this, 
don’t pay much attention to 
what others say. 


News from 


SPORT 


Pegula prevails 
om In China Open 


Stages comeback win over Kudermetova in third round 


United States’ Jessica Pegula in action against Russia’s Veronika Kudermetova during their match of the China Open. —Photo: AP 


AP 
BEIJING 


Third-ranked Jessica Pegula 
responded to losing a 
marathon first set to rally for 
a 6-7 (9), 6-1, 6-2 win over 
Veronika Kudermetova in 
the third round of the China 
Open on Sunday. 

Pegula has won 17 of her 
last 19 matches, including 
defending her title in 
Toronto and making finals 
at Cincinnati and the US 
Open, where her only de- 
feats have come to Aryna 
Sabalenka, the top-seeded 


player in Beijing. The Amer- 
ican made three service 
breaks in the first set, but 
also lost three of her own, 
with Kudermetova prevail- 
ing in a lung-busting 20- 
point tiebreaker to take the 
lead. 

The loss of the tiebreaker 
seemed to spur Pegula to life 
as she found her ground- 
stroke range to break her 
Russian opponent’s serve 
twice in each set to take the 
match in just over two-and- 
a-half hours. It was Pegula’s 
first win against the 39th- 
ranked Kudermetova in 


b 
2B 
Ga 


three attempts. Pegula will 
play the 15th-seeded Paola 
Badosa in the fourth round 
after the Spaniard beat Ser- 
bian Rebecca Sramkova 7-5, 
7-5. 

Poland’s Magdalena 
Frech, seeded 23rd, over- 
came a disastrous start to 
rally to a three-set win over 
12th-seeded Diana Shnaider 
0-6, 6-3, 6-4 and next faces 
the 595th-ranked wildcard 
Zhang Shuai, who beat 
Greet Minnen of Belgium 6- 
2, 6-3. The No. 6-ranked 
Coco Gauff played Katie 
Boulter of Britain and four- 


time major winner Naomi 
Osaka faced Katie Volynets 
later Sunday. 

In the men’s draw, Bu 
Yunchaokete upset Paris 
Olympics bronze medalist 
Lorenzo Musetti 6-2, 6-4 for 
the 22-year-old’s first vic- 
tory against a top 20 player. 
Seveth-seeded Karen 
Khacharov made 15 fewer 
winners and four more un- 
forced errors than Argen- 
tine Francisco Cerundolo 
but found a way to win the 
big points in a 7-6 (4), 7-6 (9) 
victory to take him through 
to the quarterfinals. 


Big stars miss out on 
Champions League action 


Mbappe, Rodri, Ter-Stegen hit with injuries 


PARIS 


Key players will be side- 
lined when the Champions 
League resumes on Tuesday 
after a wave of injuries 
within a week of the new- 
look competition starting. 

Kylian Mbappé’s sore 
hamstring is likely to side- 
line him beyond Wednes- 
day when he was due to re- 
turn to France with 
defending champion Real 
Madrid to face Lille. Serious 
knee injuries mean Man- 
chester City midfielder 
Rodri is out for the season 
and Barcelona goalkeeper 
Marc-André ter Stegen will 
miss at least most of it. 

Inter Milan midfielder 
Nicolo Barella, who was a 
standout playing against 
Rodri on September 18, will 
miss at least one Champions 
League game because of a 
thigh strain. The injuries to 
four players who were in- 
volved in the European 
Championship into the 
knockout phase have sharp- 
ened the debate about player 
workload in a calendar made 
more congested by the big- 
ger Champions League. 

The extended program is 
what influential clubs all but 
forced UEFA to create and 
the 18 games this week, split 
between Tuesday and 
Wednesday, still leaves 
each of them with six more 
to play through January. 


Tuesday’s games 

The raucous atmosphere 
should follow Celtic to 
Borussia Dortmund whose 
fans in the Yellow Wall trib- 
une are among the noisiest 


i emirates 


rLY BETTER 


Even without Mbappé, Madrid should be too much for Lille. 


in Europe. Bundesliga 
champion Bayer  Lev- 
erkusen hosts Milan after 
making a fast start in a 4-0 
rout at Feyenoord. San Siro 
now reverts to Inter to host 
Red Star Belgrade. Arsenal 
hosts PSG in a meeting of 
two teams chasing a trophy 
they never won. Each was a 
beaten finalist once. Also, 
Barcelona hosts Young 
Boys. 


Wednesday’s games 
Even without Mbappé, 
Madrid should have too 
much for Lille playing in the 
stadium that hosted basket- 
ball group-stage games at 
the Paris Olympics. 
Premier League leader 
Liverpool hosts Bologna, 
and Girona’s first European 


visitor to the Montilivi sta- 
dium is Feyenoord. Dinamo 
Zagreb fired its coach, 
Sergej Jakirovic, after the 
drubbing at Bayern and 
brought back Nenad Bjelica 
for a second spell. He starts 
in the Champions League 
hosting Monaco. 


Another final rematch 
There were two repeats of 
past finals in the first week 
of games that relaunched 
the Champions League in a 
single-standings format. 
Man City and Inter drew 0- 
0 and Liverpool won 3-1 at 
AC Milan. 

The next rematch comes 
Wednesday when Aston 
Villa hosts Bayern Munich, 
that was shocked 1-0 in the 
1982 final. ap 


Jai Ram, l'anay star 
with centuries 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Team Yellow’s Jai Ram 
Kashyap played a spectacu- 
lar innings, scoring an un- 
beaten 121 runs (19x4, 1x6) to 
take his side to 273/5 against 
Team Blue on day two of 
the HCA Senior Men’s 
Multi-Day Zonals final at 
Gymkhana ground, Secun- 


derabad on Sunday. 

Earlier, Team Blue's 
Tanay Thyagarajan 
CANCER 


(June 22- July 22) 
It seems that you 
IZ XY are a public per- 
\Se9@), sonality involving 
“7=~ in interactions with 
groups of people on 
daily basis. The day's interac- 
tions may see involvement of 
women folk in good number but 
you may be asked to deal with 
peculiar issues. You may de- 
velop second thoughts on con- 
tinuing with your interactions 
as you think it to be wasting 
time. Try to be innovative. 
LEO 
(uly 23-Aug. 23) 
Despite ruling entity 
Sun moving in de- 
bilitation, you will 
remain fiery and 
commanding in activ- 
ity. With Sun drawing supple- 
mentary energy from its associa- 
tion with Southern Node, 
unnecessary things may draw 
your attention. Be choosy where 
you can exercise authority in full. 
If you can get things done 
through normal interaction, there 
is no need for you to be fiery. 
VIRGO 
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 
You may think 
~\-you are very 
/ much impartial 
Md with no leanings 
towards anyone. 
But, with Northern Node guid- 
ing your mindset, someone 
may say that you are not fair 
in your decisions and actions. 
You may face criticism that 
you are habituated to favor 
some while neglecting the in- 
terests of some others at 
work place. Try to balance 
your decisions. 


smashed a brilliant century, 
scoring 135 runs (12x4, 5x6) 
helping his team reach a 
total of 396 in 91.4 overs 
after resuming at 352/8. 
Rohit Rayudu was the pick 
of the bowlers with figures 
of 3/75. 

BRIEF SCORES: Team Blue 
396 in 91.4 overs (Tanay 
Thyagarajan 135, Rohit 
Rayudu 3/75, Rishab Baslas 
3/60) vs Team Yellow 
273/5 in 73 overs Jai Ram 
Kashyap 121 batting). 


LIBRA 
(Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 
= _ Itseems you are 
—F~ thinking too much 
es a of others’ mis- 
takes. Don’t be so 
emotional about peo- 
ple close to you. It is common 
for people to err and correct 
themselves in due course of 
time. Since life gives daily les- 
sons to all, you should wait for 
others to learn and correct 
themselves. Don’t think in 
terms of giving deadlines for 
others as it is not correct. 
SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
Don't feel shy to ex- 


‘a — Pless opinions or 
—— f 

(fe suggestions at 

Ss work place. You 


might have observed 
certain lapses in the working 
style of colleagues but you may 
think it not necessary to alert 
them or bring it to the notice of 
responsible officials. That may 
not be good as remaining silent 
to such lapses may cost your 
job. Do you want it? 


(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
The day may 

Ly you find your in- 

dependent nature 
that both external and inter- 
nal forces are causing erosion 
ences gains, you may find 
some of your own people 


SAGITTARIUS 
bring in disap- 
pointment as 

eroding. If you are head of an 

organization, you may realize 
by spreading canards against 
you. As Southern Node influ- 
working against you. Tackle 
issues diplomatically. 


Keystone, Combine join hands 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Mat Williamson, director of 
Combine Academy, Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, USA, 
conducted a_ basketball 
training session at Keystone 
Basketball Academy, Hy- 
derabad on Sunday. 

The event marked the 
strengthening of the part- 
nership between Combine 
Academy and Keystone 
Basketball Academy to pro- 
mote grassroots basketball 
in Hyderabad. Both acade- 
mies in collaboration with 


J U B Sastry 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 
As new issues 
(& keep tormenting 
solicit advice 
from friends and 
family elders on how to tackle 
with plethora of ideas on solv- 
ing your issues but it would be 
better if solutions have their 
mother or motherly person at 
home can guide you perfectly. 
Don’t fail on this count. 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
= You may find it 
fj « necessary to go 
( py] cial relations. You 
may have more 
friends including new acquain- 
opposite sex. It would be bet- 
ter if you zero in on people try- 
ing to unduly influence you in 
on keeping off such people so 
that you will be free from such 
pressures. 
(Feb. 20-March 20) 
Continuous influ- 
'&, ence of Mars on 
make you highly 
generous and lib- 
eral. Your attitude may be 
everyone around you. At work 
place, you will find higher-ups 
as well as colleagues 
develop new feelings about 
people around and treat them 
as your family. New percep- 


CAPRICORN 

you, you should 
them. You may be equipped 
source in experience. Your 
AQUARIUS 

for a review of so- 
tances and also those from the 
taking decisions. Think of ways 
PISCES 

Mercury may 
such that you want to please 
amenable and caring. You will 
tions will guide you. 


Mat Williamson (middle) with the players and coaches at 
Keystone Basketball Academy, Hyderabad on Sunday. 


The Athletic Company aim 
to promote basketball and 
develop grassroots pro- 
grams. The initiative fo- 
cuses on nurturing young 


COMIC STRIPS 


HELP ME PUSH THE CAR OUT 
GF THE GARAGE . 
T CANT BUDGE IT 


HERES YOUR. 
FRUIT, SENATOR- 


OID YOU HEAR 
Pp. A NEW DINER 
|, OPENED DOWN 
THE BLOCK? 


CALVIN & HOBBES : : 


talent, offering top-tier 
coaching, mentorship and 
resources to help athletes 
excel both in their sport and 
personal growth. 


E STIL THINK You SHOULD 
ASK YOUR. MOM To MOVE IT. 


| es 
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2 
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STRAWBERRIES TENP 
TO LEAN REP, WHILE 


| OF REALITY. 7 
ae eet es 


FLASH AND 
DALE TUMBLE : 
THROUGH THE VEINS i 
) 


FLASH WHIPS 
HIS HEAD AROUND, 
LOOKING FOR HER. 


HE KNOWS IF HE LOSES HER IN THIS, 
HE’LL NEVER SEE HER AGAIN. 


_ ae — 


Ipswich hold Aston 
Villa to 2-2 draw 


MANCHESTER 


Aston Villa missed the 
chance to move level on 
points with Premier League 
leader Liverpool after a 2-2 
draw at Ipswich on Sunday. 

Liam Delap scored twice 
for newly promoted Ip- 
swich to earn a point at 
Portman Road. Villa had led 
2-1 at halftime, but Delap’s 
72nd-minute goal ensured 
the points were shared. 


THESE ARE VERY 
FOLARIZING TIMES 
WE KE LIVING IN. 


Villa remained in fifth place 
and Ipswich is 15th after a 
fourth-straight draw in the 
league. 

Delap fired Ipswich into a 
surprise lead in the eighth 
with a low effort at the near 
post. Morgan Rogers lev- 
eled the score seven min- 
utes later as Villa capital- 
ized on the Ipswich 
defense’s failure to clear the 
danger from its own box 
and drilled past goalkeeper 
Arijanet Muric. ae 


EVERY TIME |) MOM WOULDN'T 


SHE WOULONT 
KEEP FINDING 


UNTIL THEY HIRED 


THERE. 


Ld SHE’S LOOKING 
FOR HIM, TOO. 


MY OLD COOK 


OUT-- 


--FIGHTING 
AGAINST THE 
RIPTIDE-- 


MENT: PALL PEL OCL IIL 


